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The e „ Ty tl 
from a French Proteſtant” Miniſter mo 
in France, to his Friend in Lon- 
dan, with the . Relation. 3 


My very od Friend, 1 
 Aving 3 Yours ben ub | 
| of April; NM. S. I nt , 
# /itrle over. joyed, even in ay 
nt offerings, to beat: bn are - 
'* well ſettled in 4 * 


of enjoying. | 


Blejfngs , and next i ib Tax: 7 
&ladded to find you inform me , 
male ſo well agrees with and" your u- 
007, that you Dave been HealtOfwevar Jenee Ki 1 
Jou departed from me, uu rhe reſt af ur. 
Aar Friends here : tho many 2 148, und (pats py lf 
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The Copy of a Letter, c. 
| > ticularly myſelf, labour under many Suffer-\| J 
ines and Aﬀiittions, I having (with mas] Pt 
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others) languiſh'd a long Time in Priſon for 
the Sake of a good Conſcience, affiitted with 


much Sickneſs, by reaſon of my clhuſe Con- 
fnenent, which IB be the News of 
Gad enabling ne) I have born with Paii-| e 
ence; though many have dyed unpitied of 
their cruel Per ſecutors, yet the cry of Inno- 
cent Blood may in Time make them know, 

How hard it is to kick againſt the Pricks ; 

wet my Frayers are, That inflead of ſending 
an jearful Judgment on theſe Popiſh Ad- 
Vvexfaries, Goa world turn their Hearts, | 
* entrebien their Underſlandings, nat 
"them ſee their Error of their Ways, and. 
 "Repent of the many Evils they have done 
0 the Poor Proteflants, without any man- 


er e Cauſe or Provecation; to whom 


tber, Rage and Malice extend even beyond 
Dea b, for they flill continue the old Tay of 
» denying. them: Chriftial Burial. But this 


3s all our Comfort; It matters not where 


Hur Bodies lie, ſo be it our Sculs are in- 
folded in Chriſt's Arms. Ter among the 
| Myiſeries and Threats of Death, which 1 
babe undergone in taking Care of the ſpiri- 
tua Welfare of thoſe that: God has comm 
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ted to my Charge, I cannot but be greats. 


of 
cu 


ly comforted when you tell ne, the French 


fo much Inhumanity 2 towards thoſe 


cution in many Places rages ſtill by#beir 1 


a very ſtrange but bleſſed Alteration in i 1 
Family of the Count Alanſon, à worthy: ll 
70 4 


for the Care of thoſe under my Charge | 
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The Copy of a Letter, 
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. * | mh 
Ge. 
Proteſtant Church in England flouriſber ;, 
and that the Members of. it, Walk worthy 
of their Calling, guining by 1hear inaen- 
froe Way of Living, 4 good Reputc among: "i 
Strangers; when in their native Country, a 


C Y 
ion; for the Perie- 1 | | 
Edt | 14 ; 
Impoveriſhing of Thouſands of Families... 
But not to be tedious to you; having . 
thing left to ſend you but my good Wiſhes 
and Prayers, except the incloſed Account off 


of the Reformed. Profe 


Noble Man, well known to you; Ib 
drawn it up upon the ſtrifteſt Enquary imo 4 1 
the Truth f all the Material Circumſtances, 
as well as my Sufferings, and ſpare Tame i | 
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YE 
14 
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would permit; and ſend it to you as a 
Token of my Love, for the many. Kind- 
neſſes I have received at your Hands , 3 
that ſo you might Communicate it to others, ll 
and make it publick if you fee Occaſron ; 
that all may be made fenfible of the won⸗- ll 


derful Goodneſs of. Almighty God, and 1 


Praiſe him for the Works he doth among al 


the Children of Men. For tbe .Cerrainry wb 
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The Copy of 2 Letter, Sc. 


of what I have Written, though I have 
obliged for Methods-ſake to uſe a-few Ex- 
preſſions of my own, you _ {firmly rely on 
my Integrity, who am alway e | 
to the Health off Jour Soul — Body. -\ f 
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N Writing of thi following Relation, E 
wherein injured Innocence and oppreſſ- i 1 
. ed Virtue does ſo Eminently Triumph 
le 4 over all the Rage and Malice both ot 
Men and Devils, I ſhall not ſtudy to; 
adorn my Stile with Flowers of Rheto⸗ 
T rick; but lead the Reader by the us f 
Truth into the adorable Myſteries 04 
Divine Providence; which ate heise i 
played in ſuch a Series of Wonders, 38 
can ſcarce be parallelled.. + As an Inte 
duction to which, I will a little conſider a 
how the Divine Goodneſs delights to- 
bring Light out of Darkneſs; And makes mi 
' | even the Wicked confound themielves* ns 
in their own Devices, chat out 66; their 
Evil Defigns he: may bring Good te Pad, 
For as 7o/eph's being fold into Er 9 75 1 
and there falſly accuſed of Winnt ad- 
vanced him next to a Throne, and: turned 
to the Shame of his accufi ing Miftrefs. and wal 
+treacherous Brethren ; tho ar. rhe begin- 
INE. God meant EN Goody FIN "he 1 ._ 
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F vingaan Eminent Command given him, 
Lhe behavy'd himſelf with that Bravery as 


— 4 * 


In Britany, one of the faireſt Provinces 
= of Fance, there lately 5 
Perſon of Noble Extrachion, and of an 
Hirth, and thoſe Noble Qualities that 
enriched his Mind. Who being a Lover. | 
FetMilttary Actions, was eaſily perſuaded | 


\ 
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glori But 1 ſhall not 
anticipzte what with more Satisfaction 


po will find in the Relation it ſelf; 
WW which takes as follows. | | 


— 


lived Alan ſon, a 
Eftate ſuitable to the Greatneſs of his 
> to ferve his King in the Wars, where ha- 


gained him the Admiration of his Ene- 
mies, the Love of his Friends, and freſl 


Honcuts from his King, who tock par: 5 
uenular Notice of his great Performances. 
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might be Inſtrumental to preſerve his B 
Father and his Houſhold alive, and turn- pA 
ed the Malice of the Patriarchs into a ui. 
| . Bleffing: So the Miſeries and Extraor- rio 
dinary Sufferings of the Noble Lady, Jan 
* whole Story I am going to recite, was | he 
made uſe of by Divine Providence, as a | lit 
Means of the Converſion cf her Huf- of 
band, Parents, and many others, to the th 
Liu Religion; which, as ſhe had often | th 
Uid ſince, has been a very ample and Þ th 
# glorious Recompence. | 


' 


Bur in the Intervals of two or three Cam- -Y 
paigns, he «caſt his Eyes upon one Peida- 
mia, a young Lady of Quality, not infe- 
riour to himſelf for Birth, whofe Beauty 
and Virtue were equal] artrative. To 


of their Dif] ofitions, made his Conqueſt 
the more eaſy; ſo that! in a little ime i 
they were Contracted and Married, wi 
their mutual Joy and Satisfaction. 1 


ons, without the leaſt Umbrage 'of any 
interpoſing Cloud that might give an Wl 
Allay to their Happineſs; at Tenzth the 


Court Fame Abroad, as now; fie ge 
muſt of neceſſity leave behinck bim the 
deateſt Part of himſelf; e many 
\<Strypelings and Combats ig his Mind 


4 


* 


48 which ſeem d to be divide boron Lovell 
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her he made his Addreſſes, and the Equa-: 
lity of their Birth, and the Suitableneſs I 


This happy Couple having for a whole 1 
Winter enjoy'd the Bleſſing of each - 
thers mutual Loves and end flecti- M 


Spring e came on, and the Armies gather- 
ing together, ſummoned Alanſon from [ | 
— Repoſe he took in the foft Embracems al 
f his Chiſte and Loving Wiſe, to e 4 1 
Field of War, to act his Part again = Us 
on that Stage of Honour, where he nA #1 1 
already acquired fo much Næputatien. ' mi 
But he never -feefhed fo unwilling toe 
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and Honour; he was loath to leave his vi 
Lady, and yet unwilling to have his Re- ing 
putation ſullied: And theſe different I ſa 
Paſſions in his Mind, cauſed ſuch an Al- 1; 
teration in his Countenange, that it was || fel 
taken Notice by his Lady; who not vai 
knowing the Cauſe, was the more trou- | ob! 


bled at it. And therefore following him | ol 
one Day into the-Garden, (whither he | , an 
had retir'd to conſider with himſelf what | Te 
be had beſt to do) ſhe earneſtly preſſed no 
E him to let her know what it was that J de 
& troubled him; for ſhe had for ſome Time, | He 
| ſhe faid; obſerved he was diſquieted, but +| le: 
could not tell at what; and ſhe was fear» , | TI 
ful ſhe might ſome Way, (tho ſhe knew it + 
not) be the Occaſion of it; adding, Com- | ſh 
aud me any Thing a Wife can juſtly do, and At 
Tan all Obedience. This tender Carriage of th 
Lady, added freſh-Fuel to the Fire of co 
© his Affliction, and made him ſtill far more | ot 
- unwilling to leave her: Wherefore cau- 
ling her to fir down by him, he told her, 1y 
She was indeed the innocent Occafion of | m 
his Trouble, for her great Love and Ten- de 
derneſs to him, had fo engaged his Heart | 6: 
to het in a Reciprocal Affection, that he 
knew not how to think of leaving her, d. 
| N Honour loudly called him to the it 
ei: His Lady, when he talked of lea? 
FAB ving © Þ.: 
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gave her that Satisfaction, 


—ů >a 


— 


tn 


—_ ——ũ—— — 


The Fre 
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Wretebed Deidamia ! and ſtraightways 
fell a Weeping : Her Tears did ſo pre- 
vail upon the Count, that Love had now 


obtained an entire Victory; and he Re- 
ſolved to ſtay at Home with Deidamia; 
and therefore intreated her to dry up her 

Tears, and be comforted; for he had 

now come to a Reſolution, rather to un- 
dergo ſome hard Cenſures for ſtaying at 
Home, then by his going to the Camp, 
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ſhewed itſelf in a cheerful 
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88 nch Convert. 5 
ving her, was hardly kept from Swoon- 

ing in his Arms, and could not forbear 
ſaying, What ! mult we part then? Ab! | 


; un tenance. 
And the Endearing Expreſſions ſhe. gave #8 


leave his dear Deidamia diſconſolate. —» WW 
Theſe kind Aſſurances of her Huſband, Þ} 


: 


the Count on this Occaſion, made him # 


conclude they were both happy in each 


others Love. - 


But behold, the Inconſtancy of World- 


ly Happineſs, and how little we can pro- 


miſe our ſelves of it here! We gay iuj- 
deed both Purpoſe and Reſolxe; but we a 
can't ſecure ourſelves frem Diſappoint» WA 
ments: The Foot-ſteps of Dwing:Provi- 148 
|. dence are often hard to Trav. 1 7 
id is that we are told by the fufpitsd Pen⸗ 
an, That be Ways of God are in % i 
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Deep, and his Paths in the great Waters, 


and bis Foorfleps are not known. And we 


ſee often, whatever pleaſing Proſpect of 


Felicity we have in view, one unforeſeen 


8 Occaſion, or ſudden Turn of Providence, 


deſtroys it, and in a Moment depri ves us 


of that Happineſs which we had pro- 


miſed to our ſelves for many Years : And 
yet theſe Changes, ro thoſe that fear the 


ord, are ſo diſpoſed and ordered by 


+ God's Providence, that in the End theß 
evidently Work together for their good. 


And thus it fell out in the Inſtance 


befare us: For whilſt 4% nſon and his 
Deidamia delighted in each other, and 
were both happy in their Conjugal Af- 
fection, een fell out, that put 

kim under a Neceſſity of going to the 


Camp; which was, That a Colonel's 


| Place in the Regiment- of Picardy being 


Vacant, a Relation of Alan ſon's at Court, 
our of a tod Officious Kindneſs, put the 


| King in mind of the good Services 'of | 
Alan fon, and deſired his Majeſty to be- 


frow that Vacancy upon him: To which 


E his Majeſty (being ſenſible of his former 
| Bravery and good Service) readily Con- 
E Tented, and ordered his Commiſſion to 
be ſent to him, which was done accord- 
F ingly, When Aan ſon received this Com- 


- miſſion 


n 
n 


bis Pains; but was not very well pleaſed, 
| 


{| neither with the new Honour his Ma- 
jeſty had given him, nor with his Kinſ- 34 
man's too Officious Kindneſs in procu- 


ring it; becauſe ir put him under a Ne- 


I ceſſity of parting from his Lady, which 
gave him a very ſenfible Diſpleaſure: 


But knowing that by this Commiſſion he 
was engaged too far for a Retreat, his 
Care was how to make his Deidamia as 
, | eaſe as he could; and therefore calling 


her to take a Turn with him in the Gar- : 
den, and leading her into an Arbour 
covered with Jeſſamine, he thus began to 
tell her the unwelcome News that had 7 
been brought him, My deareſt Deidamis, 
let me conjure you net to be traubled q 3 
| 1 am going now to tell you, but if you wnll 

| oblige me, do it by ſhewing. your Reſolution 7 
=T Fortitude of Mind; and yet et 


- 


but own, That our 19 like litilil Heaps 
| of Sand, are quickly brought to nothing ; but 


| of the Earth,are ſix d for cus, fi inthis 


I Fappeal to hin who knows my 1 how 


T)be French Convert. x 
_ miſſion from the Purſevant who brought 
it, he gave him a generous Reward for. 


De Arbour, my deareſt Deidamia, that I ö | | 
5 | reſotved to flay at Home with thee; ani nut 
turn 10 the Campaign in Flanders; and 
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| firmly I intended; but ſee here, how Tam - | - 1 
forced againſt my Will ic break my Reſolus | \ 
tions; (and with. that he ſewed, her the | 
+ Commiſhon the King had ſent him to be 
1 

4 

| 


Colonel of the Regiment of Picardy) and 
nom you ſee, my Deidamia, the Neceſſity that 
es upon me to leaue you for a Time, but 
E though our Bodies be divided, we will have 
pet one Soul, and Love, whilſt Providence 
© denies is to live. together. And whilſt I © 
= 7 the Field am fighting for my Country, 
Jau ſhall ſlay here, and ray for my Suc- © 
ce And i it pleaſes God that T return, 
- (which dont doubt at all, for Heaven I'm: — 


es will. bear your fervent Prayers) till 4 
de a new Addition to my. Foy, to lay tboſe 7 


Laurel I. ſbatt win in Batile at Deidamia's 
© Fear, Poor Deidamia heard this“ heavy 
News with a ſad Heart, but anſwered 
with Piety and Prudence worthy. of her 
lelf, That ſince what happened was not 
of his Teeking, but what the Providence 
of God had called him to, ſhe thought 
it was her Duty, though ſhe could hardly 
do it without Reluctancy, to aquieſce in 
the Divine Diſpoſal of all human Acti- 
ons, and wou'd Endeavour to ſtifle her 
KReſentments, rather than give him any. 
farther Trouble. Alanſon being no leſs: _ 
pleas d with Deidamia's Ps W her- FF} 
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The French Convert. | 
Find Affection, which he expreſſed by ſe- 
Ivetal Tender Things he told her, applyed fi 
himſelf to the getting ready of his E- 
 -- _quipage, in order to his Departure; and 
the Settling the Affairs of his Familß; 
Ordering Antonio his Chaplain, who was 
a Fryar of the Order of St. Francis, to lay | 
a ſolemn Maſs for his Succeſs in the 
Field, and the Protection of his Lady WI 
and Family in his Abſence; Recom- 
' mending his deareſt Deidamia to the Care 
of Antonio his Chaplain, and Fronovins hh 
his Steward of his Houſhold, in thele 
Words, To your Care in my Abſence, T re 
"commend the Safety and Welfare f nn. 
loved Lady the moſt virtuous and lovins-of 
Wives; and Charge you, as you expect to: 
' Anſwer it to God and me, be Obedient to 
all her Commands, Comfort and Cheriſh her 
in her Solitude, and ſee that all my Do. 
meſticks pay the like exatt Reſpetts: This 
and much more they rea oo 
i 


ſed to obſerve. - Then giving -Liberally 
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to each Servant, and having Notice that 


N 


This Equipage was ready, and divers Gen- 
tlemen on Horſe-back waited to accom? 

2 7 e he took his ſolemn Leave of 
dis dear Deidamia, whoſe ſad prefaging 
Heart was overcome with Grief to that Jl 
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10 be French Convert. 
few Prophetick Words, Ah! my Dear 
TLerd] may Heaven prevent my Fears! But 
' my poor Heart forc-bodes that this will be 
: a long and fatal Parting ? To which the 
Count replied, Do not caſt down thy 
ſelf, Dear Deidamia, by the indulging 
of ſuch Melancholy Fancies; but aſſure 
«Four ſelf, I'll haſten my Return as much 
gas poſſible, and I will ſend to you as 
often as I can, And in the mean Time 
ſhall commit you to the Protection of 
the Almighty, the bleſſed Virgin Mo- 
ther, and all the Holy Saints and An- 
gels; and ſo embracing of her in his 
Arms, and Sealing his Affections on her 
Lips with gentle Kiſſes, he took his 
leave of her, and rid away; not think- 
ing he had left an Innocent Dove to the 
Protection of two Ravenous Vultures. , 
It is not much to my Purpoſe to tell 
; 5-58 how well he was. received at the 
Head of his Command by the Duke of 
Luxemburg, or what brave Exploits his 
Courage carried him through. fince nei- 
ther Fame nor the Publick News from 
Fears. have been wanting to ſpeak his 
-Commendation : I therefore omit it, 
- (unleſs in ſome Paſſages, where it will, 
in the Thread of this amazing Relation, 
be neceſſary to mention ſome Nen 
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lars) and ſhall continue with the ſor- 
rowful Deidamia, who after his Depar- 


ture, ſeemed to have baniſhed all Com- 
fort from her Breaſt; all that ſhe found 


was in her Devotions. and Prayers to 
Almighty God, for his Protection and 


and as much as ſhe could, avoided the 


'Vifits of divers Ladies, who: (as they WI 


' , Tay) came to make her Merry, and 
divert her Melancholy, ſhe being very 


well Beloved, both by the Nobility and 1 


Gentry for her comely Carriage, modeſt 


hBehaviour, ſweetneſs of Temper, and A. Mi 
8 # w Lend 1 


„ability. 


In the cool of the Day the uſuallymade WW 


it her Buſineſs to retire into her Garden, 


Penſive and alone; it being bythe Care 
and Diligence of the Gardener, Rept and 
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be French Convert, 11 1 


ordered like another Paradiſe, ſtored: with 


great Variety of choice Plants and Flow- 1 | 
ers, adorned with pleaſant”: Fountains, mam 
and ſeveral delightful Arbours, -thaded 


over with Intertwining Zeſſamine, in one 


of which ſhe and her abfent Lord had 
paſſed ſcme Joyful, as welFas ſad Hours, ml 
and at the Remembrance of them would 
= Pray (according to the YN 
Cuſtom of the Papi/is, who allow praying 
ii Saints) to the TIE his Fl 

| EIS SI | 3 O- + 


fadly Weep, then 


12 The French Convert. a. 
Protection: And ſo drying up her Tears, | 
would walk thence' again, taking bur lit- 
tile Reſt in any Place: But one Time pat 
fing by a Bed of Tulips, ſhe eſpied Ber- 
nard her Gardener (for ſo was he called). 
buſie in Watering them, and erecting 
k ſuch as declined their drooping Heads, 
occaſioned by the Heat of the Sun's too 
ſcorching Beams; ſhe had often in this 
Man obſerved a harmleſs Native Inno- 
E cence, accompanied with Acute Ingenui- -“ 
- ty, (and indeed, a Gardener, who un- | 
derſtands his Buſineſs as he ought to do, 
muſt be an ingenious Man) and there- + 
fore imagined it might - Adminiſter to 
her ſome Advantages to hold Diſcourſe 
with him, in what related to the Myſtery 
of Gardening, thinking it no Underva-' 
luing, though he was her menial Servant, 
© ſince ſhe had often Read, That Kings, 
Princes, and other great and wiſe Men, had 
F woluntarity become of this Occupation: That 
Adam, when Governor of all the World, 
tas imployed in it by God himſelf , ſo that 
coming cloſe to him, whilſt his Hands 
wers buſted at his Work; the Man by his 
= Eat, (his Back being towards her) being 
= informed of ſome Body's approach, ſud- 
denly ſtarted up, and ſeeing his beauti- 
ful Lady fo near him, was a little ſur- 
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be French Convert. 12 
priz d, and would have retired to giyvre 

her the more Freedom in her Walks; but 

ſhe prevented him, by ſaying, Bernard, 
Fey don't let ne hinder you in your Bu- 
Jineſs, I come on parpoſe to obſerve your 

, Dexterity in Gardening: 1 ſee you mind it 

with a juſt Diligence, though your Lord is 4 

Abſent. Madam,: (replied he) I beg j #1 

. Lady/ſhip's Pardon, in that I tell you, Ian 

' no Eye-ſervant, as well knowing I nu, 

give an Account to God, as well as to Man, | 
| 


FI am Neghgent in what ] promiſe to 
perform, and am intruſted with, Deida- 
mia ſtocd ſurprized at the Man's plain, 
but ingenious, Reply; and changing ſome- 
what the Manner of her Diſcouiſe, asked 
him divers Queſtions about the Virtues, 
Natures, Quality, and Production of Flow 
ers and Plants, &c. in all which he fatis- 
fed her to her Admiration ;, by which 
ſhe. perceived him better learned , the. 
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Myſteries of Natare, than ſhe e from 
ene of his Profeſſion. And to b f e 
often held ſuch innocent Conhveriation. 
with him, when at any Time the found "3 


. 


him buſie in the Garden; being much ü 


much of the Wiſdom and Goedneſs of 
Jod might be learned from the Works of 
Creation; for he had a peculiar faculty . 


delighted to hear him Diſcourſe how 
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14 be French Convert, _ 
of 1 his Employment; and 
making his Buſineſs ſerve, like Jacob's 

= Ladder, to carry him from Earth to 
= Heaven. Which ſome times cauſed her 

co reflect, that this Man was ſomething. 
more than he appeared to be, (in which 
indeed ſhe was not much miſtaken) ſo 
that entertaining a good Opinion of him, JF. 
E ſhe ordered his Lodging to be changed l 
for a better; and his courſe and home- | 
E 1x Commons to be enlarged, above what. |} 
E was uſual to thoſe of his Profeſſion and 
Degree. as 
But now Antonio the Chaplain, How- 
ever he had appeared like a Saint to his 
Maſter, began to ſhew himſelf a Devil to 
+ Nis Miſtreſs, and too plainly ſhewed his 
Cloven Foot; for tho' above Fifty Years. 
ot Age, he had for ſome Time harboured 
luſtful Deſires towards the Fair and Beau- 
tious Deidamia, that he was now reſolved 
to attempt her Chaſtity. And tho' her 
Vitae and her ſpotleſs Chaſtity might 
very well have kept him from purſuing 
his unclean Defires, yet he flattered him- 
ſelf with Hopes of obtaining his End by © 
corrupting her judgment: In which he 
found himſelf very much miſtaken, as 
the Sequel will declare. For the Divine 
þ Goodneſs had a farther Work to do for 
i 52> > Dine”. 
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L Lhe French Convert. 15 
Deidamia; who being altogether igno - 
rant of what this Wretch deſigned a- 
inſt her Honour, frequented her belo- 
ved Garden, as ſhe uſed to do; and one 
Evening hearing the Gardener reading in 
a lonely Arbour, where he thought him- 
_ Felf ſecure (for he had induſtriouſly con- 
Icealed his being a Prozeſiant from any of - 
| | the Family) her Curiofity to hear him, 
made her draw nigh ſo ſoftly: that he 
could not hear her: He was then read - 
ing the firſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
Romans, from the 2oth to the End of the 
_ 23d Verſe, viz. For the inviſible Things of 
him from the Creation of the World, are: 
clearly feen, being underſtood by the Things 
that are made, even bis Eternal Power and ⁵⁶ 
God- head; ſo that they are tit hout Excuſ - 
becauſe that when they knew God, they G. 
rified him not as God, neither tere Thantſul 
but became vain in their Imaginations, ant 
their fooliſh Hearts were darkned'*\Profeſ- * i 
ſing tbem ſelves to be Wiſe, theybecame Far, ⁵⁶ü 
and changed the Glory of the Uncorruptible _ 
Gad, into an Image made like to Corruptille 
s Man; and to Birds, and fo * footed Beaſts, =_ 
and creeping Things. - +. ] 
Having thus far proceeded, he pauſed; 7 
and with Eyes lifted up to Heaven, gave 
Glory unto God, that he had preferveq - Ml 
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16 The French Convert. 56 i 
him Blameleſs from theſe Offences againſt 
his Divine Majeſty, which through Igno- - 
rance and Superſtition had ovet-ſpread the 
greateſt Part of Europe O Lord, conti- 
ned he, 1 hambly beſeech thee, as ] have 
= atready ſuffered Ferſecution for thy Names 
Vale, and for the Sake of a good Conſcience, 
= /o never let me depart from the Ways of thy 
= Trath, tochange thy Incorruptible Glory ints 
en Image made like Corruptible Man And 
3 hen he had faid this; Tears ſtood in his 
Eyes, and his Words were ſucce eded by 
Sigzhs, and then by Silence, 
Deidamia, who had all this while at- 
tentively liſtened, found ſomething in 
ber Mind, that made a ſudden uneaſy Al- 
teration, and thcught to have gone away 
= undiſcovered ; but then again, her Zeal 
for the Romiſb Religion; which ſhe 
thought he had Reproached, by deteſting 
Image: worſhip, carried her fo far, as 
+ ſhe reſolved to give him a ſharp Repri- 
mand; left he perſiſting farther, until 
-- diſcovered by others, might Ruin him- 
& ſelf, tho her Goodnefs and gentle Nature 
was not for working him any Injury by | 
© revealing it. But never was Man more 
| . ſutpriz'd than Bernard when he ſaw her,, 
whom at that Time of Day he little ſu 
ſpeCteg, as not being uſual! yet collect. W 
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Ibe French Convert. 17 4 
ing his ſcattered Senſes, he aroſe from his 
- Seat, and withal endeavoured to hide his 
Bible under his Coat, thinking ſhe had 
been newly come, and might neither 
heave heard him Read, nor ſeen his Bible, 
but ſhe in a frowning Manner, contrarx 
to the wonted ſweetneſs of her Temper, 
N commanded him to deliver it to her, 
ö that the Flames might conceal his Fault; 
1 and told him, ſhe would not for that 
; 


Time, diſcover his being converſant with 
a Book ſo ſtrictly by the Church prohi- 
bited to the Layery; for continued the, it 
is enough that we Believe as the Church 
Believes without farther Diſpute, of puz- 
| ling our ſelves with thoſe Scruples and 
| Niceties, which in all probability. we 
| - may make a falſe Conſtruction of, and 
| wreſt even thoſe Scriptures. that are the 
6 Rule of our Faith, to our own Damnati- 
IH (75 i enn 
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- This ſmart Diſcourſe, and 'the:Frawis 
in the Fair Deidamia's Countenanee; lid 
not in this Caſe ſo much daunt>Bernaray 
as in another of leſs concern it might -1 
have done; but with ſome aſſurance, he 
reply'd,. Ab, Madam! little thought of i 
being ſurpriz d by you at:my:;Deyotionsy 
but fince I am, I cannot grant What “ []] 
Demand ; rather you may n A 


p) Wa 
. s vs ö H 
J 4 y > » 0 % * 
#4 9 | % * . 9 ao — 
9 1 : a * a 
= * - 
A x a 95 A 


| | be French Convert. 
Ver to the Flames, and as a willing 
3 - Martyr I will ſooner go, than betray the 
Caule of God, in delivering up his holy 
Word to be conſumed, in which is con- 
tained all Things neceſſary to Salvation; 
BY And it ſhould be in me an apparent Con- 
= tempt of that Salvation, ſhould I volun- 
= tarily, or through Fear, caſt it from me. 
= AS to your ſaying, Madam, That the 
= Church has prohibited the Layery the Uſe 
of this ſacred Book, eſpecially in a known 
Tongue, I readily Grant it; but, O moſt. 
tr virtuous Lady, you little know their 
Policy in that, it is not that they fear or 
care what Mifſcconſtrutions Men make 
of it; becauſe it is like Arrows in the 
Hand of a Giant, firong againſt their 
Worldly Intereſt, plainly diſcovering 
= their Errors, groſs Idolatries. He 
mould have proceeded, bur heat of Zeal 
# prompted her haſtily to Interrupt him, 
1 Rying, Surely Bernard, you are diſtracted, 
br elſe, what's worſe, a Heretick : I took 
vpou to be Wiſer and more Reaſonable 
* when I diſcourſed you the other Day. 
Truly, Madam, replied he, as for my/ WW 
being in my right Senſes, I bleſs Almigh/, 


ty God, he has in his Mercy hitherto'/ 
continued them to me -. and For my hes) | 


* inga Heretick, Pardon me, if St. Fam an. J 
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.after the Way which they call Heræſie fo Nor- 
Dip 1 the God of my Fatbers, believing all | 
"Things that are Written in the Law and th: . 
Prophets. Upon this, Deidumia, wo*'y 
Nature was all Goodneſs, Gentleneſs Fa 1 
Affableneſs, began to moderate her An- 
ger, and to conſider a little what he had 


++ a UW 


and lay before him the Danger he was i 


= ding him be Cautious and Wiſe in what | 
he did; though for her Part he need not 
| fear but ſhe would lock up what the had i 
"diſcovered, in her Bieaſt, and it thould 
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2 who on the contrary, ſhe d t 0 c 
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The French Convert. 19 
ſwers for me, when he was accuſed been 4 
Felix, ſaying, But this I confefs unto ther, 


Aid ; yer her Zeal fer the Religion ſhe 
profeſſed, made her mildly Rebuke him, 


in, if his Opinion was diſcovered ; bid- 


{s no farther; and 10 copartey, left him 
in ſome Confuſion. 1 | 
Deidamia retiring to her Chamber, be- 
gan to confider what had paſſed, and 
remembred ſhe had often "wept : in hes 
tender Years, when ſhe. hedtd':the: Cruel 


 Hugenots or Proteſlantsin Frances: and 


as not of God; whoſe thiefeft Arriba IS 
Mercy, tender Co mpaſfion, and Forgrue) 
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of our Saviour's refuſing to call for Fire 
from Heaven to Conſume thoſe that had 


they made their very Worſhip and Devo- 
tions a Snare, to bring thoſe under their 


ed them, but in being ſeparated from 


them, and moving according to the Dic- 
- ates of their Conſcience. She had like- 


7 cuted, and often ſhewed ſome diſlike of 


7 


as having been brought up in it from her 


. the Profeſſors of it, who apparently De- 
S gated from the Ways of Virtue, and 
= ſeemed to encourage Vice. 


1 


. This wrought ſome Labourings in her 
Mind, through the Gracious Operation 


"It 
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Wiz many Things, and particularly on the 

{= Gardener's Expreſſion out of St. Haus 
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Jo very Cruel, that far from the Inſtance 
.1nJuriouſly and deſpightfully uſed him, 


cruel Handlings, who had nowiſe Offend- 


the Looſneſs and Unchriſtian Practices of 
the Perſecutors; ſo that although ſhe had 
Ba good Opinion of the Romiſh Religion, 


Infancy, yet had ſhe not ſo of many of 


of the holy Spirit; and in her Night- 
Thoughts more ſeriouſly refleQing on 


Words to Feli the Governour, inferring 
from thence, That it muſt be the Since- 
iy of the Heart towards God, more 


wife obſerved the Harmleſſneſs and In- 
= offenſive Manner of Living in the Perſe- 
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= The French Convert. 
than the Shew or outward Name, or * 
feſſion of any Religion, that renders the 
Perſon acceptable in his Sight. In the 
* midft of theſe Cogitations and Debates 
within her ſelf, ſhe found ſomething (as 
 *twere by an over-ruling Power) ſtrongly 
move her to a Deſire of farther Con- 
verſing with Bernard, about the Fundamen- 
tals of his Religion ; which by the Po- 
iſh Prieſts, as well in their Fx/pits, as 
private Converſation, had been repre- ll 
{ſented ſo Odious, Damnable, and to be 
deteſted. 9 
Tbe Morning no ſooner ſarmon'd the 
Gardener to Viſit his Flowers and Rant, 
and perform his uſual Task in Watering 
and Ordering em; but Deidamia, who had 


telreſhing her felt with a moderate Re- 
feftion, took an Opportunity between 
that and Dinner-rime to enter the Gar- 
den privately, at a Dogr that opened 
into it from her Apartment; and to 
Skreen the better what ſhe intended 2. 
from prying Eyes, rook divers Turns , 

| and gathered Pes of bogs. = and then 
: Fanning her ſelf as if the H 

her, paſſing many Winding: Alleys; Gee 
| ſpread with pleaſant Shades, ſhe” Ge” 
B P — on 


| rakenlirtle Reſt chat Night, aroſe; and 
| having periormed her Griſons, and then 


"tended = 


23 Freedom of that pleaſant Bower; but 
= ſhe laid her Commands on him to ſtay, 
Ning, She had conſidered of his former 


find him out, that he might give her 
== ſome better Reaſon for the Opinion he 


WA | 5 75 Religion was fixed. | 
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22 TheFrench Convert. 
to the before - mentioned Arbour, and 
I again ſurprized the Gardener in his Me- 
8 ditations: The Man was not under any 
Conſternation at her coming, but riſing - - 
and bowing low, would have departed 

out of good Manners to give her the ſole 


= Diſcourſe, and had made it her Buſineſs . 


& held, than yet he had done. 3 

His Modeſty, and the humble Thoughts 
be conceivd of himſelf, would ſcarce give 
him leave to fit down, though ſhe often 
= Commanded him ſo to do; but at laſt he 
= complicd,-and then ſhe asked him, Upon |} 
= T-::.Grounl and Foundation the Bifis of }- 


= . Gardener. It is founded on the Scrip- 


Which were written by Men inſpired by 


= tures of the Old and New Teſtament , 


0 the Holy Ghoſt, and given for our In- 
= firuction and Learning; it is wy the 
Word ot God that can Warrant the Truth 
of any Poſſeſſion in Religious Matters: 

0 


and that we Proteſtants (through God's 
Aſffiſtance) Labour to Conform, and Live 


bl up to. | e - - 5 4 © 4.988 
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Deidamia, Ay, but yon may be miflaken” i 
in the miſinterpreting the Scriptures, and 

fall into groſs Hereſies, as our Church 
© charges you; and therefore has flrictiy for- 
bid the Layety of our Communioa to meddle © 
with them, leſt, like Weapons put into the 
Hands of Idots, or Madmen, they injure: i 
- themſelves and others there. | 
Na Gard. Ah! Lady, ſhall I be free, and 
deal plainly with you in this point? = 
a Deid. Vith all my Heart, let me hear bat 
| you can ſay in An ſtoer to it? _—_— 
4 Gard. All Scriptures are given for our 
Learning, God is willing we ſhould know 
his revealed Will, that we may be the 
better enabled to perform it. St. Fa 
commends the Bereans, and calls them 
Noble, becauſe they ſearched. h Serip 
tures, to ſee whether the Things they 
heard were ſo or no; and we have ma- 

| ny Commands for this; as, Set i hes 
- Book of the Lord and Read, Wai; 34, 6-8 
| They were more Noble, in that they fe? 

 theScripures daily; Acts 17. 11. Leer the? 

Word of God dwell richly in u.. Col 3.18 
From a Child thou haſt known the Scriprures, 
2 Tim. 3. 15. Take the Sword of the Spirit, 

 * wh:ch is the Word of God, Eph. 6. 17. And 
many others that I might mention, which 
ate to be found in the Scriptures ; and 
FEES - By. =. 
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this not commanded to Some, but to A/! 
that ſeek Salvation. | 2 
Deid. Certainly-if our Church have ſeen « | 
this fit, they would not have denied it; but © 
being dungerozs to Souls, it ought to be re- 
Mfrained. ? 
Gard. It is indeed dangerous to ) break 
God's Commandments, and to teach Men 
To to do, and to make the Word of God 
1 1 of none effect by Human Tradition. We 
Mt IJ know the Woes Chriſt pronounced againſt. 
the Fhari/zes for theſe Things, 
| 1 Deid. hy, who are gai'ty of this? The 
1 Church of Rome, the Holy Catholick Church, 
as it has many Ages been Rlled, i is ſurely Un. 
+ Jported of ! uch Crimes, 
| Gard. I wiſh I could ſay it was not, 
| 7M but it deeply is Guilty, as in many other 
WE Particulars, ſo moſt eminently in this, 
N. That it profeſſes no Man is obliged to re- 
1 Eceive the Scriprutes as the Word of God, 
oer to believe any of it, but for the T eſti- 
ey of your Church; and to awe Men 
0 ſuch a Belief, Threats of Damnation 
are uſed; as well as the Magiſtrates 
I} Swords, and cruel Torments by Inguiſi. 
ions; and indeed it is not done without 
4 Mi en This is done to hinder prying 
into o iber aue, Errors and Su- 
_— | Fangen 
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The French Convert. 25 
per ſtitions, derogatory to the Scriptures, 
and expreſs Command of God. 


Deid. Sure jou are befides your ſe f. Nr | 


cen you prove this; but being fallen from 
the Chu ch, do this only in trejudice and 


- Spight, to lay a Stain upon its Virgin l- 


Noce uct. 


Gard. No; it is apparent from n 1 


Word of God, and even from Reaſon it 


ſelt, in thoſe that will Conſider, and are 
not blinded with Ignorance, which your,” 
Church in her Senſe truly ſtiles the A JF ' 


ther of Devotion. 
Deid: Can any ſuch Thing be in a Wand 
that is Infallible * And to prove that it is 


fo, it is ſaid to be built upon St. Peter 5 


he ic the Rock ſpoken »f ; and: this Rock 


doth, together with St. Peter, include his 


Succeſſors, an the Churc huiltuntbis Rock.” 
(that is united to, and built rponthe Pope ) 18. 
Ioſallible; for it 1s ſaid. Che! Taates of 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt ir; 


Gard. Pardon me, Lady; it Lax. Freed | 1 


is no Agreement among the.Chuceh-en 4 


: about this Infallible Judge; ſome” W 


have it the Pope, ſome a Genital County 


and others both; none of your Writers 
hre yet concluded on it,. _ However, 1 


theſe Words are perverted; for it is more 
5 that not ter: x ſong bur his 


U B 3 p l Doctrine 
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Doctrine or Conſeſion concerning Chriſt, is 


the Rocꝶ upon which the Church is built. 
Scripture is its beſt Interpreter: It is not 
Feter, but Chriſt, is the Foundation of the 
Cburch, as here in my Bible you may ſee, 
= by the 28th Chapter and 16th Verſe. of 
= 1/aizh, compared with 1 Per. 2. 6, 7, 8. 
which you may pleaſe to read, [ which 

Doe did.] It is moreover expreſly faid , 
3 Cor. 3. 11. Orber Foundation can no Man 


=. tay, than that is laid, which is Ic ſus Chriſt. 


ad this is the more conſiderable, be- 
N cauſe he ſpeaks againſt thoſe that made 
dhe 4p-f//es ro be Foundations, ſaying, 
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nbi Myſtery ; but, pray, what as Erroneous 


BY - Gard. Fhe paying Divine Adoration 
to Angels and Saints, expreſly contrary to 


. 


10 
1 


Honour, who alone ought to be worſhip- 
1 
| * 


A 


WI 7 2m of Paul, another of Apollos,or Cephas; 
and it this is ſpoke of Pezer, no more is 


are built upon the Foundation of rhe Apoſtles | 


od's Commands, and derogatory to his 


| ped in Haven and Earth; and to 2 
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The French Convert. 27 
ſhip any other, either Saint or Angel, or 
any Creature, is Idolatry, and a Breach 
olf the Second Commandment. 
A. © Deid. Na, not too baſt; ;, we do not wor- 
ſ ſhip rhe Angels and Saints as God, with the 7} 
« bigheſt Worſhip which is only proper to God; al 
but with an inferiour Kind f Religious Nor- 
| fhip, that they may preſent our Supplications 
„ "© to him. N = 
* Gard. There is no Interceſſor or Me- 
gdiator but Chrift Jeſus, who is appoint- 
ed to perform that Office; If any Man 
want Wiſdom, let bim aus of God, james 1. 
4. 5. Neither of Saints nor Angels:” Come 
0 me, faith out Saviour, and I f n no: 
* wiſe caſt you our. This free Invitation 
' -| ſhows us, he alone is to receive our Petty 
tions, and preſent them to his Father, 

There is alſo Image-wor/hip brought cuns 
ningly by Prieſts, to gain. Wortdly Ad! 
vantage; and pretended Miracles; to draw 
the }gnorant to pay their Devotion mort 
at one Place than at another, impoſing 
on the Ignorant for Luete fake: *Freauld 
ſay much more, but I fexr te Offend 
Ou. * TS to 

- Deid. No, you go not: Bur tet ja combi 


> nearer to the main Controverſte;” Hrn 
: you of Tranſubſtamtiation ? Is 20t Chrift Cor 


_ porally preſent in the Sacrunmmt = | 
Ex 801 __ 8 8 * f 5 Car 
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28 The French Condet. 
Gard. It is a Miſrepreſentation of out 


N 
| 


rw. 
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Saviour's Words; for it he had ſo meant, 
as the Church of Rome hold it, when he 
brake the Bread, he muſt have held him- 
elk in his own Hands, and Eat himſelf 
1 A ſit whole and entire at the Ta- 

ble; his whole Body muſt be in the Mouth 
of every Communicant at once, and that 
Body in Millions of Places at a Time, bro- 
ken and unbroken, and be ſubjeQ to Pu- 
Exrefrattion; and therefore the Words, 
as ny Body, doth only intend, This 
doth fienific wy Body : And upon the ſame 
Account our Saviour is called a Door, a If 
E Rock, a Vine; yet none can be ſo void of 
E Underſtanding, to believe he was turned 
into any of theſes And therefore when 

© he brake the Bread, and gave the Cup, 
be did it only, that.when Chriſtian Con- 
Spregations were met gn. Solemn Occaſi- 
sto Celebrate his Worſhip, they ſhould 

Jo ͤ it in Remembrance of him, till his 
Eeoming in Glory at the laſt Day, as the 
Inmediate Words explain; and it is ab- 
rd to believe, that the Prieſt s uttering 
few Words over a Wafer, can make 
Pe a God, or rhat Body offered on the |) 

Cros? 2 "Oh | „ 
| Deid. Tow amaze me. But pray what do 
ou bold about Purgatory ? Is there uche _ 
4 | wg 5 
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Place, where Souls are to endure their Pur- 


ö 
f 


1 


ęgations after Death,. that go not immediately. Mi 
to Heaven, and by Maſſes and Prayer naß 
be releaſed ſooner or later. —_— 
Gard. It is a Tradition lately brought 
in, and with it hath brought much in- 
creaſe of Wealth to the Church. The 
Word of God allows only Heaven for i 
thoſe who ſhall be made Veſſels of Mercy z nll 
and Hell for thoſe whoſe Sins have pro- 
voked him to caſt them down to thoſe 4 4 
H diſmal Regions of Sorrow, and Eternal 
W Woe: No Prayers after Death being a- 
W vailable. | — 
Deid. Theſe Notions are as Net a 1 8 
Strange to me, have you any Autbentien ll 
Proof for this? - *- 0 0. 
Gard. Yes; The revealed Word of 
God is a ſacr. d Proof beyond all Denial: 
The Rich Man in Hell liſted up bis Eyes he- 
ing in Torment , Luke 16. 23. They ſhall {it 
down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, is 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but the uber pb 
be caſt into Aer Daxkne „, There ſhall be [ 
Weeping and Gxaſhing 7 Teerb, Matth. 18. 50 4 


= 


Fae 7bat believerh ſhall le ſavell. an 90 
FE '1 47; Belie veth not ſhali be dumne i latth. | 
2 lere is no ſuch Thing a$:2-Purga- 
to to be found z it is only the Blocd of 
, ; - . 1 N — 5 : 8 
TY Chili: that purg*ta us from our Sins; 
e J. . WS and 
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and from all Uncleanneſs of Fleſh and 
Spirit, to preſent our Souls Blameleſs  ” 

and Unſported to his Father: By this! 
underſtand thoſe that Die in the Lord, 
need not our Prayers, and thoſe that 
Die in their Sins no Prayers can avail 
them; for in the Grave there is no Re- 
tance: As the Tree falls. ſo it muſt lie, 

_ whether it falls towardsthe North,or towards 
the South, where it falls there it muſt lie. 
There is only two Extreams, North and 
= South, no middle Way, or Purgatory for 
i do fall in. And as Death leaves us, ſo 
judgment will affuredly find us. 125 
He would have proceeded, but ſhe 
ſtopt him, ſaying, Pray how long have you | 

= been of this Opinion?  . -—- -— 
* Gard. Ever ſince God was pleaſed to 
Enlighten me with his Grace, to be atten- 
\! 24 way his holy Word, and to be guided 
Wl It. : | | | 
VB "Dead: Was you ever then of the Church 
of Rome? 
Gard. In my younger Years I was, but 
s throngh Mercy, being made ſenſible by 
E the-Scriptures of tlie Corruptions and 
Errors of that Church, by the Aﬀiſtance \ | 
of a worthy Divine, I hope with St. P,, 
nothing ſhalt be able to ſeparate me from 
me Love of God, which is in Chriſt 55 | 
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fas. I will not offend your Ladyſhip's 
chaſte Ears with the Hiſtory of the De- 


demanded, Why the Religion be profeſſed 'Þ 


_ Hicred Proofs he had turged n in 


_ Hbouring under ſome Difficulties, and Wi 
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baucheries and wicked Lives of. divers 
Popes, and moſt of the Clergy; but will 
pray Heaven to defend you from” either 
their Luft or Revenge. And fince I have 
by a free Confeſſion put my Life in your 
Hands, I humbly Submit it to your Good- 
nefs, to —— | 
Here again ſhe interrupted him, and 


was called the Proteſtant Religion ? E 
To which he e As for being ſo 


called, it is to diſtinguiſh ir ſrom that of 
the Romiſb; it came from ſeveral Princes 
and Cities of Germany, who upon the bY 


Preachings of good Men, and their Exem- Wall 
plary Lives, proteſted againſt the a 3488 
tions of the Ro-75/h Church and its Er- 
tors. That it was no New Docfrine, but 
the Truth of Primitive Chriſtianity, Con- 
feſſed, Aſſerted, and Purged from the Cor- 
ruptions of Popery, taking the revealed 
Will of God for its Guideme. 
At this Deidamia pauſed à While; and 
then taking his Bible, locked over the 


, 
. 


— 


$ 
K 


4 


= 
A 
7 


order; and her Colour went e came 
fo, that he eaſily percei vd bet Minn Was 
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32 The French Convert. 
ſo giving it him again, ſhe went away 
without ſpeaking a Word. % 
This ſomew har perplex d the Gardener, 
as ſearing ſhe was diſpleaſed with wbat 
= he had ſaid; but her ſending for him 
E privately to her Chamber the next 
Morning, under the Notion of brinzing. 
her ſome choice Flowers, baniſht all Fear 
in him; when they two being only left 
together, ſhe gently led him into the 


Private, ſaid, O Bernard, (fetching a deep 
Sigh, your Yeſterday's Diſcourſe has much 
broken my laſt Night's Reſt; I have been 
E Meditating on it, and find abundance of 
= Reaſon in what you ſay; you have (as 
St. Faul ſaid in another Caſe) a/moſt per- 
= ſraded me to be of your Perſuaſion : 1 wiſh 
Eto God, moſt Virtous Lady (rephed- be ) 
I might be an humble Inſtrument in God s 
Hand, to do any Thing that may redound 
to his Glory, and the Good and Wel are 
For your Precious and Immortal Soul, 
without hazarding your Temporal Quiet 
and Peace, or expoſing you to any Dan- 
ger; tho' for a Crown of Liſe and Immor- 
E1z/ity, all Earthly Things are to be de- 

Ipiſed; and the holy Apoſtle acgounts all 

this World's Good bt as Droſs and Dung, 

Win compariſen cf enjoying Chiift Ot ſiu. 1 : 
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Cloſer, and ſhutting the Door to be more 
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(ſaid ſhe) this is my Aim, and if God ena- 
ble me with his athſting Grace, I hope, 
through his Mercy, to attain it. I have 
indeed (continued ſhe) to my great Crief, 
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_ obſerved the Looſe and Profane Manner 


of Living of thoſe that profeſs our Reli- MM 
gion; - alledging, that a Confe//ron, with 


Abſolution, and ſome other Works, will 
purge them from their Sins, and . gain 


them that Bleſſedneſs in the End, which 
I could never Heartily believe they would 
obtain by them: And fince I have more 
' ſeriouſly conſidered God's Word expreſx 
to the contrary, I cannot believe that 
any thing but fincere and unfeigned Re- 
1 in the Courſe of an unſpotted 

ife, can purchaſe (through the Merits 
of my Saviour) thoſe endleſs Glonies and 
tranſcendent Bleſſings that God hath pro- 


miſed to poor Mortals.— She would 
have proceeded, but the falling Tears 


ſtopt her utterance, and Bernard had an 


inward Rejoicing to fee her brought to 
this paſs ; where upop he comforted her nl 


with good Advice, and rhe Cordials of . 


God's Mercies and Promiſes, In brief, 
he had made her ſenfible of: the Errors 
ſhe had been brought up in, ia then 


opened (from point to point) the Uh eat x 
of pretended Miracles, and Relicks; the 
1 F 5 5 impo- 18 
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dulgence to get Money, the Whoredoms, 
Murders, and Inceſts of many Popes, Car- 


their Unreaſonableneſs in prohibiting 
Prieſis Marriage, which is immediately 
appointed by God, and the allowing 
them by Canons and Decrees the Embraces 


expreſly contrary to the Command of the 
&. Almighty, for as much as he has expreſſy 
E- faid, Thoſe that do theſe Things ſhall not in- 
bhberit Eternal Life, He would have pro- 


coming up Stairs, ſhe haſtened him down 
a back Way with ſo much Precipitation, 
that he left his Bib/e behind him, which 
the luckily ſeeing, locked up in a Scru- 
tore 5 | 
I have told you before, That Father 


y—_ — 


1. 
4 
3 
1 Antonio the 'Prieft, forgetting his FunCti- 
on, Duty, and Diſtance, gave way to 
his unruly and lawleſs Paſſion, and was 
then blundering up Stairs to find her in 
Private, having almoſt fluſtered himſelf 
with Wine on. purpoſe either to be more 


wer Luft; or, that if being reproved, 
a 


þ N 1 
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1 


3 P fing on People with Pardon and In- 


of Concubines, or to commit Adultery, - 


breed, but hearing the Sound of Feet 


confident in his wicked Deſign, to tell her 
the Story of his Nauſeous Love, or ra- 


be might have ſome flender Excuſe for 
PP 


dinals, and Prelates of the Ramiſb Church; WF 
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her Retirement? AY 


-. thoſe Beauty, like Arrows, ave wounded Wl 
9 Heart , and ſicned my Brain; 1 wud: 4 4 


The French: Convert. 335 
his Impertinency, and lay (as too'many 
do) the blame of their Folly on that 
which is rather an Aggravation of their 
Crime, i. e. their Drankenneſs; and 10 
Surpriſing, however he came, that putting 
his Noſe over the Upper - ſtep, juſt as the ⁵ 
Gardener poſted out at the private Door, 
he had a Glimpſe of the back Parts of his 


Garments, as it afterwards appeared; but 
at that Time took no Notice of any ſuch 


Occafion brought him thither 
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36 be French Convert. 
F had never ſten ſuch Amiableneſs in Woman” 
kind ; but fince I have been ſo unſortuna'e 
47 to be your Fettered Captive, take ſome 
"Compaſfion on me, and eaſe my Sufferings. 
What Sufterings ? replied Deidamia, 
frowning, or what can be the Senſe of 
all this looſe Stuff? Why then, (replied 
he) zo be ſerious. in plain Terms, Love 
von; and that fo paſhonately, that unleſs 
vou condeſcend to make me ſuitable Returns, 
ball have no Peace nor Quiet; but muſt 
= he Miſerable and IWretched Erernaliy. 
Then (ſaid ſhe) be you ſo: What have 
= you {cen of any Jooſe Mishecoming Beba- 
viour in me, that you ſhould dare to ſpeak 
tus tome? This like a Thu der-bolt, 
W fruck him Mute; when ſmoothing her 
= Brows, and growing a little Calmer, ſhe 
Ho Come, come, Antonio, | took you 
| for another Man; vou profeſs Sandtity, 
In admoniſh others ro lead à holy Life; 
is. this Pretenſion then Real, or is it only 
feigned, to try my Virrue? 7 proteſt, 
nid he, lifting up both his Hands, 77 28 
E Real, and I cannot help it. Why, faid ſhe, 
would you Commit ſuch great Wicked- 
Eneſs if you might, and make yourfelf 
© guilty of a Crime ſo heinous? Ab! Lady, 
| replied he, if that be all, I can abſolve you. 
4 
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The French Convert. 37 
Conſent but to let me enjoy you, your Penance 
Hall be always caſie; I'll get a Diſpenſation 
for your Marriage n the Pope, with 
Pardons, Indulgences, or any Thing, for Sins + 
paſt, and thoſe that are to come: Nay, T !/do 
any this g ſo I do not ſallunder your Diſpleas 
ſure : Let me alone for the Reſt, and 
This Inſolence ſo much diſpleaſed the 
Virtuous Lady, that ſhe could hear no 
more, nor bear it any longer; but com- 
manded him out of her Preſence: Let 
could not be rid of him, till ſhe threat- 1 
ned to call up the reſt of her Servants. 
Whereupon he went Murtering away; 
and for two Days after, as much as poſſi- Mi 
ble he could, he ſhunned coming into her 
Preſence; which much pleaſed her; for 
{he could not behold him but with Hor- 
-ror and Deteſtation. + © $5454 0 
This Attempt however, in one Senſe, 
(through the over-ruling Providence-and; - 
Goodneſs of God, who is wonderful in 
_ Counſel, and excellent in Working,” and 
can make the greateſt Wickedneſs of his 
Creatures, ſerve the Purpoſe of his ] 3 
Glory) worked to her Advantage; for 
ſhe Believed now all true which the Gar- 
diener had told her, about the Wiek d 
I + Debauched Lives of the Romiſb Gfergy, il 
| ſince this Viilanous Fapiſt had not Serup-" il 
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38 TheFreneh Convert. 4 
led to profer the Pope's Pardon for no leſs - 
than Aduliery, and that before it was 
committed; by which Means or Encou- 
s agement, ſhe plainly ſaw it muſt conſe- 
& quently be that they frequently tempted 
© -<aſy and ignorant People ro the Commiſ- 
ſion of many Sins: Therefore ſhe ' refol- 
ved to leave theſe „ind Guides, and take 
the Word of God for her Leader and In- 
Piructer; forbearing to come to Confeſſion 
or hear Maſs, ſometimes upon pretence of 
Indiſpoſition, and at other Times purpoſe- 
© ly going Abroad. at the uſual Times of 
either; and holding ſome other Cone 
= ences with the Gardener, which (as to 
&- Particulars) for Brevity's ſake 1 muſt of 
= neceſſity pals over. 3 
Bhe found in her ſelf a ſtrange Aver/ion 
to the Rehgion ſhe had been brought up 
in; and having procured a Bible in the 
= French Fongue, took ſuch delight in Read- 
ing it, that whenever ſhe had Time to 
E Retire, it was not out of her Hand; yet 
> The kept this as ſecret as poſſible, and not 
being ready at it her ſelf, got the Gar- 

dener to turn her down ſuch Proofs, as 
= were: the flrongeſl Arguments againſt the 
* Errorsof Fopery, and where the Abominations 
= of the Myſtice! Babylon was pointed at. This | 
be joyfully did, and gave Praiſe 7 : 
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The French Convert. 338 
who had made him Inftrumental in ſo 
good a Work; tho' he was not ignorant, 

his Lite was liable to pay tor ir. if it were 
diſcovered. She likewiſe laid afide her 
Beads and Crucifix, converſed no more 
with Roſaries, or the Legends of prerended ⁶ 

Saints; and though ſhe found ſome Temp- WY 
tations and Fears at the Beginning, yet 

frequently praying to God, ſhe overcame 


Joy and Comfort enlightning her Soul, 


10 that ſhe could not forbear 3 1 


out into Raptures of Praiſes and Thank 
iving, for the wonderful. Change (by { 4 
range and unexpected Means) wrought 

in her Saul. eee e 
Whilſt this Virtuous Lady and the 
Gardener held their private Correſpoi} if 
dence, in difcourſing of the Things of 
God, and Incouraging and- Ehoertingg ⁵ü 
each other to Perſeverance and Sted fal- 
neſs in Truth, Antono and Fronovim + 
.qually burning with Luſtful Deſites 8 


* 
* 1 


Deidamia, were plotting and \contriving - Wl 
how their Lawlets Deſigns might beſt be Ml 
brought about, tho' each plotted by him- 


ſelf, (for as yet they were ignorant 'of - Ml 


each other's Paſſion.) The Villanous * 
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40 The French Convert, 
been Repulſed with Indignation by the 
chaſte Lady, which inwardly tormen ed 
him, and brought him almoſt to his Wits 
End; but the other ¶Fronovius) had made 
no tryal of her Virtues, and waited a 
favourable Opportunity to do it; and 
therefore he thinks, meditates, and caſts 
many Things in his Mind, till at laſt (his 
Paſſion emboldening him) he was reſol- 
ved to break the Ice with a Letter; and 
if ſhe took no Notice of that, to Second 
tit with his Perſonal Addreſs: But how 
be ſhould do this with Privacy and 
Safety, he was at a Stand for a Time; for 
he feared to truſt any Body to deliver it, 
tleſt his Criminal Love ſhould take air; 
and to deliver it himſelf, would look 
too daſtardly, as if he was not capable, 
or at leaſt durſt not ſpeak for himſelf, 
= however, in a little while he met with a 
fit Opportunity; for Deidamia acciden- 
= mlly dropping her Handkerchief, as the 
paſled through a large Gallery that led 
to her Appartment, he carefully took it 
up, and folding up is Letter in it (which {$ 
be had readily ſealed by him) he gave it 
to her Gentlewoman to give it to her 
Lady, telling her he found it in the Long 
: Gallery. The Gentlewoman knowing the 
Handkerchief to be her Ladies, imme- 
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> diately carried it to her, who received 

1 WW it from her, without knowing any Thing 

S of a Letter being in it; and afterwards. 

e accidentally taking the Handkerchief out 

L of her Pocket, the Letter dropt out upon 

1 the Ground, which ſhe taking up, and 

S looking on the Super ſcription, was ex“ 

S tremely ſurprized to find it directed to 

- her ſelf; and haſtily opening it, was 

1 much more ſo, to find the Contents there 

1 by as followeth': 5 a 
7 „ 0 * 4 5 
d PArdin me, moſt Lovely Deidamia, F 
TV © your Beauty makes me forget the Station 
t, Ia in, and imboldens me to own a Paſhont ” 1 
3 Thave laboured in Vain to hide: To be brief, > Þ 
K Dear Lady, I am /o Captivated by i. 
>, Charms and ſingular Perfeftions, that ? aum 
'3 conſtrained to ſay, I Love you in finitely abs 
a all Mortal Creatures; and ſince it appears b 
- WW me Unreaſonable any one Man ſhould Mojo” | 
5 Polige ſo mneftimable a Treaſure, gibe me; | 


leave to Hope, and don't ſuffer me to L.  } 


it ib and Die, but render the Balm af your © 
h wu Kindneſs to Cure the Wounds whichyour - 
it bright Eyes bave made in your others 
Fr © Wretcned Servant, e 


42 be French Convert, F 
Ihe Reading of this Letter filled her & 
with Bluſhes, Anger and. Amazement, 
at the unparallelled Boldneſs and Villany 
of the Author of it, and at firſt was te- 
ſolving to commit it to Flames, or 
do tear it in Pieces, but upon ſecond i 
Thoughts, ſhe laid it up in her Cloſet, 
[ where ſhe vexed and fretted her ſelf, that 
ſhe was thus left among ſuch ungrateful 
Wretches, that dared ſo much to ſuſpe& 
ber Virtues, and meaſure them by their 
oon wicked and filthy Inclination, as to 
= preſume ſhe would defile her Marriage- 
= Bed; being more grieved for this Diſco- 
very, than the Former; for ſhe knew the 
Prieſt had ſomething of the Libertine in 
bim, but this Man ſhe had held to be Ho- 
= neſt and Virtuouſly inclind till now; and 
to him ſhe thought to have diſcovered | 
Antonios Folly, if he perfited in it; that 
by Shame and Reproofs he might have 
- Reclaimed. him. But now ſhe ſcarce 
F knew who to truſt; and could not there- 
fore but tremble at the Apprehenfions of 
= - ſome Violence that might be offered her 
from thoſe Luſtful Miſcreants, whoſe F 
Sight now very much diſpleaſed her, Y | 
EF She thought once or twice of diſplacing | 
© hem; but found their Authority in the 
Family was ſo great, that in her Lords 
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| The French Convert. * 
Abſence ſhe could not do it: Whereupon 
ſhe fell on her Knees to implore Gods 
Mercy and Protection, Commending her 
lf wholly to his Care and Providence, 


and Protector. 

Though Deidamia's Mind on thoſe Sur- 
prizing Attempts on her Honour, was 
variouſly Toſſed, ſhe at laſt came to a 


: | ſettled Reſolution Prudently ro Conceal 


what had paſſed, at leaſt till her Lord. 
came Home, for fear of Scandal and Di- 


W liurbance : Yet Fronovius might well rea. 


in her Countenance. whenever he. came 


on, but in Vain; for like” Oy] thrown: 


F on Fire, the Oppoſi tion his lewd Deſires + Þ 
met with, made them burn the fiercer.z * 4 


ſo that he reſolved. to find. an. Opportu- 


diſcover his Paſſion to her 5 Word of | # 
Mouth; and whilſt he waited for 4 % 


* and contented ; and that though he only 


carried her Fruits and Flowers, yer his 


. k Teen and Jealouſie made kim 
C 2 2 delier 


|  ahd begging of Him to be her Guardian 24 | 


into her Preſence, that ſhe had read his . | 
Letter, and how ſhe reſented itz which | 
made him ſtruggle to overcome his Paſſi- 


nity to throw himſelf at her Feet and \ 


venient Time and Place to do it, he per- 
4 ceived the Gardener often to come in and 
g go out very chearful, as highly pleaſet 


44 FTbe French Converts 
believe there was ſomething more in it. 
Antonio the Prieſt had alſo obſerved the 
Aike, and had much the ſame Sentiments, 
Which emboldened them the more to 
FPerſiſt in their wicked and unclean De- 
ies, and to continue to Perſecute the 
chaſte Lady with their deteſted Proffers 
of lawleſs Love; concluding, that if one 
of ſo low a Rank could be in Favour, 
they in Time could not miſs of obtaining 


17 


= - -what they ſought; and ſo blinded with 


Mind was taken up in Contemplating 
= the Divine PerfeQions of him who is 
Fairer than the Children of Men, being 
every Day more confirmed in the Truth 
| & of her Religion, bleſſing and * 
1 God, that by ſo wonderful and unex- 
pected a Means had brought her out of 
| | 3 rkneſs and Errors, into the Marvellous 
Light of his Truth, and engaged her | 
| Heart to Embrace and Entertain it a- 
bove her chief Joy; partly looking ow | 

the Trouble ſhe had from Antonio and 
Frecnovius, thoſe Brethren in Iniquity, as 
Temptation or Tryals to Confirm her 
= the more, by overcoming them, in the / 
Ki 5 1 Doctrine H 
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y 
Doctrine ſhe had ſo lately Embraced; in 
which ſhe firmly reſolved to perſevere- 
againſt all Temptations whatever. | 
But whilſt theſe Things paſſed; Fro. 
novius had received no other Anfwer to his 
Letter, but Deidamia's Angry and much - 
changed Countenance towards him, which 
he would not take for an abſolute Re- 
pulſe, and therefore was refolved to have- | 
her poſitive Anſwer: To obtain which, il 
as Deidamia was one Morning . leanings. it 
upon the Window in her Chamber, =. 4 4 
looking. into the Garden, he ſtole ſoft- 
& ly up Stairs, and was got into her 
Chamber juſt behind her, before ſhe: 
beard him, when ſuddenly turning about, 
and ſeeing him in a Dejected Poſture, the” 
was very much Supriz'd and Tzemble&- 
at the Sight; whilſt he by many Words 
& endeavour'd to ſhew the Greatneſs of his 
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f Paſſion; but having ſomewhat fecollected- 
ber Spirits, ſhe with an angry Count - 
S WW nance, ſpake to him thus: , B n Þ 
T Fronovius? TWhar Buſineſr hub you , 
i " thus to fleal into my Chamber Unawarts 85 A 
FS This is ſuch an Effront Piece of Impudence © 
and Rudeneſs,as better becomes a Thief have.” 
. the Steward of my Houſhold', and , e] ol 
* #. filthy Errant that you come on, is far more © 
5 1 0 2  Cemminal t ban Jou coming x | What hade you 5 
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46 The French Convert. 
ever ſeen of Ligbine in my Carriage that 
FS - fould make you thus Audacious, or give you 
b be leaſt Hope to ſucceed in your Unlawful \ 
and Wicked Deſires ? V] command you to be 
done and know, that if you poet” 


* 


ſt in your 
Inpudence and Folly, I will ſpeedily take 
LE © tbofe Methods, that ſhall iſſue in your de- 
BE ſerved Shame and Confuſion. 
Hie would have replied, but ſhe forth- 
with went out of her Chamber, and 
would not heat him. 
This abſolute. Denial and ſevere Re- 
- +primand ; filled Fronovim full of Confu- 
ion, and had almoſt made him hope- 
= Jeſs; bur after ſome Recollection, he 
-  Rrongly Fancied, that the Oppoſition he 
met with, proceeded not from the Lady's 
= Virtue, but from the greater Inclination 
he had to ſome Rival, who enjoyed thoſe 
Favours which he had been purſuing ; | 
= and he ſuppoſed the Gardener. to be the 
Man, becauſe he had received ſome par- 
= ticular Marks of her Favours ſince the 
= Departure of the Count A/an/on. Being 
= thus perſuaded; he was reſolved (if it 
were poſſible) to make a plain Diſcovery: 
and to this End, he Planted himſelf Pri- 
vately one Evening near the Baek Staits, 
that led out of the Garden into Deidanas 
Apartment (for that Way he eee N. 
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De French Convert. 47 
ſuppoſed Rival muſt come.) And indeed 
he had not waited long, before a Perſon 
came by, and went up thoſe Stairs; whom 
he ſoftly followed to the Stair-foot 3 the i 
Darkneſs of the Night hindered him; 
from Diſcerning who the Perſon was that? Ml 
went by him, but he doubted not but. M 
it was the Gardener, . and having liſtened ' 
at the Bottom of the Stairs, hearing no 
Door open, nor no Key to turn, he 
imagined the Door was left open on pur- i 

ofe, and therefore reſolved to go up? 
himſelf, and Surprize them in the ver 
Act of their unlawful Love: He had 
no ſooner reſolved this, but he Rear 
ſome Body coming ſoftly down Stairs; 
as ſoon as the Perſon came to the Bot- 

= rom of the Stairs, Frozoviz boldly Siezes ü 
on him, and Demands what Buſineſs he 

had there at that late Time of Night? 

But was extreamly Surprized to meet 

= with, inſtead of Bernard the Gardener,” * 
Antonio the Prieſt ; whom then Fro- 
novius thought had been with Deild | 

mie. Upon which, ſpeaking big Words 

to Antonio, and threatning to kl him 
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for the Diſhonour he had done tis Lord, 
„ id Violating of his Bed: The Poor Preeft 
> ho was almoſt Dead with Fear, and 
S extreamly Confounded at this Accident) | 


#8 The French Convert. 
_ aremblingly told Fronovizs, Fhat if he 
„ Would fave his Life, he would Ingeni- 
oully tell him all he knew : Which Fro- 
Le  20P;4s promiſing, Antonio told him the 
Story of his Love Addreſſes, violent PaF- 
tion, and the Repulſes he met with : - 
That however being Jealous of the Gar- 
dener, and not finding him in his Lodg- 
ing (for it ſeems Deidamia had newly ap · 
pointed him another, unknown to Anto- 
_—_ 20) he ſuſpected he might be with his 
Lady; where deſiring to Detect him, 
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ndnd bring him to puniſhment, he had un- 
== 'dertaken to come at this Unſeaſonable 
Time; but the Doors being faſt Locked, 
and after a long Liſtening, hearing no 
= Stir nor Whiſpering, was returning back 
=_  azain to watch a more favourable Op- 
= portunity, that he might not on flight . 
= Ground or Uncertainty,” lay ſuch a Thing 

to their Charge. | P . 
s _ Fronouius finding the Prieſt had been 

ERepulſed and Reproved as well as he, 5 
and that his Thoughts were the ſame 
with his as to the ſüſpected Rival, ha- 
ving huſhed his preſent Fears, and de- 
clared to him, though ſomewhat Darkly, 
= his own Affections, Cc. They went to 
Asxionios Chamber where they entetecd 
= into a Combination ſo Helliſn and Mali- 
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cious, that it brought many Woes and 


Miſeries, both to the Virtuous De:damia, - * 
. and the Gardener, till by the Mercy of | 
God, to the.Shame and Confuſion of the | 
Contrivers, they were turned to Bleflings, -. nl 
do rejoyce the injured, and clear their ⁵ 


Innocence, after many inexpreſſible Suf-— | 
ferings. N ES ens 
Whilſt theſe wicked Men were thus 


- Plotting ro Revenge their Repulſes, Dei- 

3 8 damia was thoughtful. of her Safery :- 
„ Sometimes ſhe determin d to Write tg, 
Alan ſon, to remember his Promiſe and - Þ 
> W haſt his Return; but then ſhe concluded, 


that though his Preſence might reform 
theſe Diforders, yet to deſert his Com- 
mand upon any private Occalion, would 
Derogate from his Honour; and then 
ſhe confidered, that ſhe could nat hide 
from him the Religion ſhe had Embrace! 
© face his Departure, for ſhe could nog 
Diſſemble if the was ON 2 1 
tho' his Company were dear to hep, et 
the Enjoyment of the other Was more 
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Precious and Preferable; and that in- 
Compariſon of the Love of Chtiſt, all 
„ the Love in the World was but of little 


oF Value. At another Time ſhe. thought ot 
q Ketiring to her Parents: but chis fhe-- Ml 
„ fancied would be diſpleaſing to hef Lord 
„ v3 TOE that þ 
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50 be French Convert. 
EH that in his Abſence ſhe ſhould leave the 
Government of his Family, which he 
_ had truſted to her Care at his Departure; 
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theſe Things ſeriouſly Weighed, ſhe re. 


ſolved to remain at Home, thinking Time 


would cure the wild Diſorders that were 


in the Minds of thoſe two wicked Ser- 
vants. | YE 


After this laſt Reſolve, ſhe retired to 


ber Cloſer, where ſhe had not been long 
deer the Gardener came to preſent her 
wich a Paper he had drawn 
Order, of the Fundamental Points of the 
W © Proteſtant Religion, in Oppoſition: to Po- 
perry, one being compared with the o- 
ther, and tryed by Scripture and the 
Fathers of the Primitive Times: She 
1 - accepted this Paper very kindly, pro- 
_ miſing to look it over, at her Leiſure, as 
a Matter ſhe had much defired to be in- 
| {8 - Formed in. Whereupon he retired. to his 
Labour in the Garden, whilſt a Bribed 
= Spie, their Enemies had ſet on the Watch, 


up by her 


was run giving Information of the Gar- 


dener's being with his Lady; Fronovizs 


| = was out of the Way, but Antonio haſted 


Bed, in hopes of 


as faſt as he could, and ſoftly opening 


the Spring- Lock, impudently entered the Fi 


Chamber, 2 the Curtains of her 
finding what W 


. * 5 
TX; 


3 


* 


Yr 
4 


E 


"_% 
2 * 


7 vo T 0 


- 47> 


4. 


an, » 4 as 
„ 8 


be French Convert. 51 
for there; but miſſing his Purpoſe, he 


ſtole to the Side of her Cloſet, directed 
thither by her Voice; for the Pious g 


Lady was fallen on her Knees, and fer- 
in theſe Words: 


0 Moſt bleſſed God bo who art the Po: 
ther of I Mercies, and the God of a 
Conſolations,Ibleſs and Praiſe thy boly Name, 


that thou haſt enlightned the Eyes of my Wl 
Underſtanding with the Knowledge of thy Yi 


bleſſed Truth, and that thou haſt Delivered 


me from tha 3 and Ignorance, and 
riſtian Errors, wherein I habs 


lived fince my Child hood, and haſt revealed 1 


theſe Antic 


the Saving Knowledge ＋ thy Will unto me, 
as it is contained in thy bleſſed Word the Holy 


Scriptures : O flrengthen my Heart in the © 1 
Profeſſion of thy Truth, and grant that Imay: 


never return bactagain tothe Popuſh Idolatry 
and Superſtition, nor be under the Cendut 


E thoſe blind Guides any w_ whatever : 
ferings and Tryals I may be liable to, 


0 ney undergo on that Account... . 


- Theſe Pious Breathings: of her Sec 
[> wk to his great Amazement heard, 


I and knew not what -to think} whether 
be ſhould diſcoxet himſelf or kB 
i 88 . 1% 
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32 The French Condert. 
but at laſt wickedly fuppoſing the Fear 
ws fhe ſhould conceive, leſt he ſhould diſs { 
cover what ſhe had uttered againſt the | 
Romiſh Religion, or that, as he concluded, 
= ſhe was turned Hugenbt (as they call Pro- 
ms zc/tants) might induce her to comply with 
FR his Luft, he preſented himſelf before her, 

rudely opening her Cloſet door ere ſhe 
bad Time to riſe from her Knees. This 
Ss continued Impudence of his much trou-- 

WW bled her Spirits; whereupon, rifing ha- 
Adu, ſhe forcibly pulled the Door, af: 
ter ſne had given him a Thruſt- back, and 
Lock d her ſelf in. However, it unhap- 
= pily fel} our, that in this Diſorder, not 
_ taking that Care, as at another Time ſhe 
would have done, that Paper which the. 
—_—_ Gardener had. newly brought her, with 
hex haſty ſhutting the Door, dropt out. | 
of her Coat, and unperceived by her, 
as ſhut out of the Cloſer, which Antonio 
_—_ took carefully up, and put in his Pocket 
+ telling her (tho? the Door was ſhut againſt. 
= him) be had heard how ſhe Apoſtatized 
from her Religion, and how wick«dly ſhe: | 
had ſpoken. of the holy Roman Catholic: WE 
= Church, and what Miſchiefs he could do 5 
ber, if he ſhould. diſcover it; yet fr 
dhe Love he bore her, if ſhe would yield 
ae his Taſhon, it ſhould be Buried © | 
—_ 5 0 
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| ning and Muttering to Himſelf; And in 


in Eternal Oblivion : But if ſhe reſu- 
ſed, he had now got an Opportunity to 


votions this Wretch had interrupted) 


Diſcourſe: Againſt the Injury he threats . 1 | 


it, he would, through the Favour of Al- i 


in his main Expectation, and 'throughly.- 


reſol ved her Chaftity or Life ſhauld be 
Acriticd to their Rerenge. This . 


1 
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ruin her. | — 
The Pious Lady (whoſe fervent De- 


Bridled, as much as Human Frailty - : 
could do, her Paſſion; Commanding 
him in mild Terms to be gone, and not 
wound her Chaſte Ears with his hated 


ned her, ſhe truſted in God for Protection, 
who is a- ſtrong Tower, for the Safety of . 
all thoſe that fly unto him; and ſhe” I 
doubted not, when ſhe had an Oppor-- 3 
tunity to make her Lord ſenſible of 


mighty God, concur with her, in her of 
Antonio finding himſelf diſappointed | 


nettled with his Anſwer, particularly 1 
the Concluſion of it, went aua, Threat. "i 


the Anti-chamber met Fronovius, Who 
upon later Notice was haſtening to him, 
to whom he had told all that he had feen 
and heard. Fhis made them conſult io 
ta ke new Meaſures; and in Concluſion, 
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54 _ The French Conzert. 
= no ſooner concluded on, but Antonio re- 
member d the Paper he had taken up, and 
A - raking it out of his Pocket, knew it to 
be the Gardeners Hand, and at firſt ſup- 
poling it to be a Love-Letter that might 
= diſcover the Intrigue between him and 
his Lady, was highly pleaſed; but he 
had ſcarce read it half over, ee he found 
uch weighty Arguments againſt the 
Church of Rome, Tevelled ſo directly a- 
gainſt her Tottering Foundation, as not 
only puzled his Underſtanding, but made 
him ſtorm at a ſtrange Rate: Whereupon 
FHonovius took it out of his Hand, and 
dad the reſt, and in the Cloſe, theſe 
Words, viz. Virtuou Lady, theſe Argu- 
ments, Pro & Contra, I ſubmit to your great 
* W:i/dom, being very joyful in having, under 
God, been a poor Inſtrument in Enligbtning 
= your Underflanding, to diſcern Truth from 
= Flood. 8 | 
This left them no longer in doubt, 
who the Party was that (as they termed - 
it) had Traduced her to Apoſtatize, and 

hecome Heretick, and for this conſe- 
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quently to enjoy Favours ſhe denied to 

—_ them; whereupon they Vowed a Bloody 
Fi Revenge. But fearing that the Love 
% bore her, would not be effaced by: 


the Change of her Religion, eſpecially 
Criminal Paſſion for her, and. Practices 


Lady (ſince his Lord had been abſent) ll 


dener, a Fugitive 


whence ſhe had perverſly ſtrayed. Then 9 
he began to magniſie the Pio Cate and BN 
Pains he had taken to keep her in che. 
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when he ſhould come to underſtand their 


againſt her, They reſolved to make her 
Parents bear the Blame of that Stupen- 
dious Wickedneſs, which they themſelves Mt 
deſigned to be the Actors of: For they” 8 
knew that her Parents were extraordi- 
narily Bigotted to the Ro Church, 
and ſo where the likelieſt to deal with in 
this Matter: Whereupon Antonio imme- 
diately poſted to them, and deſiring a2 ü 
rivate Conference with the Father and 
other; after many Hypocritical Shews = 
of Sorrow for the Diſgrace that woul& 
befal the Family, he declared how ie 


had been perverted from the Carbolich 
Religion by a Hugenot, a Heretick Gar- 
Wretch, that had been 
taken in. ſome Years ago wpot-Charity, 1 
He urged what Diſhonour would be 
to their Family, the Danger ineurred by 
the King's Edits; and laſtly, the Loſs of 
her Soul, if ſhe was not timely recovered BN 
and brought to the rigbr Fold, from Bf 
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56 pe French Convert; g 
right Way, and to prevent her falling 
into fach an unpardonable Sin; but that 
= the Devil had been too hard for his In- 
daſtry and Labours, through God's high 
_ Suftcrance-, to bring ſome great Judg- 
ment on her, for her Haughtineſs and 
Contempt, Cc. „ | 
This being delivered in a Tone very 
moving and Paſhonate, ſeeming. al toge- 
ther in Piety to Deidamia, made her Fa- 
ther Sigh, and the Old Lady burſt out. in 
Tears, wringing their Hands, and be- 
wailing the Miſeries of their Aged Years, . | 
_ in this {as they then termed it) worſt of 
=  Misfortunes that could befal them; that 
the only Branch of their Family that 
mould Convey it to Poſterity, had made 
ber ſelf a Caſt-a-way, for ſo in their 
= Paſſionate. Mood they expreſs'd her to 
de. Antonio was glad to ſee them thus 
Wrought, and the Storm of their fi. ſt 
=_ Greet {ſpending it ſelf, and being allayed 
by falling Tears, they began to conſult 
more Maturely how this Misfortune 
mwight be Reverſed, and after many + * 
Things were Debated. Antonios Device f 
Lodging her in a Nunnery (where ſue 
= might be Reſtrained from Heretic Books, 
u be ſaid, and the Company of any Se- $- 


ducers, and alſo be inſtructed by Virtuous 


was approved. 


rents Conſciences was tender in that, 


9 whole Buſineſs would be made Publick if 


wicked Prieſt, or thoſe he ſhould appoint, 


would have born him Company to Alan: 
— 


3 Wet them the Firſt Rey . at pre- 
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Nuns, till her Lord came Howe and De- 
termin'd what might farther be done in it) 


What was to be done with the Gar- 2 

dener was the next Thing» to be Con- 
ſulted, whether to make him away Se- 
cretly, or deliver him up to Juſtice; the Ml 
Prieſt was for the Former, but the Pa- 13 


and could not conſent to ſuch a Wicked 
neſs; but Axtonio Alledged, that the 


he were delivered up to Juſtice, and their 
Daughter would be brought in as Crimi - 3 
nal, and perhaps for her Obſtinacy her 
Lord might loſe his Honours, and Pre- 
ferments at Court. This made them cong 
fider farther, and at laſt leſt it to the 


to do, as he or they pleaſed,  They- 4 


for's Houſe to Tee what their Petſuaſions 
might do, but he urged it would only: h. 
2 Means to diſcovery the Matter; and 
that it would be the beſt for them to 
come and mederate Things wen the 
Count came Home, of which he Would 
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ſent what was to be done required Secte” 
cy; thatin the mean Time ſhe ſhould be 


provided for as became her Quality; and 


that ſich a Place as he mentioned, with 


Time and Company. was the beſt Cure 
.. to Joſfle thoſe wild Notions out of her 
Head: Upon which they only ſent her a 
Letter, and reſolved not to go them- 
felves. So Antonio returned well Satisfied 
to his wicked Companion. CE 

_  De:damz (who was Ignorant of this) 
_ ming her Paper, and not doubting 
which Way it went, taking more Care 
for Bernard in the Gardener than her ſelf, 
& - thought by it he would be diſcovered; 
_ whereiore ſhe ſent for him, gave him a 
= - Handful of Gold, and Commanded him 


-to ſhift for himſelf; telling him what 


bad paſſed, and the Danger he was in. 
_ -Fhis command he ſeemed exceeding loth 
do obey, and with Tears in his Eyes, 
= :protelted, that for the Sake of his Re- 


gion, and in her Defence againſt any 


=_ Injury or Violence, he was willing to 
= expoſe his Life: But ſhe urged ſo many 
Things to haften his Departure, that he 
- *promiſed to do it; and ſo they (with. 
- thedding-many Tears (took a long Fare- 
wel of each other, e 


Bers 
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Bernard was prepared to depart, as An - 

tonio returned with his Orders; where 

upon Fronovizs clapped him up in 4 


Dungeon, and that Night hired two. 1 


Ruffians to carry him to the Sea-Clifts, 
and throw him thence Head-long; and 
thither they carried him in a Sack ona 
Horſe, Gagged and Bound; but finding 


a Veſſel thruſt into a Creek very near the. 1 


Clifts, one of them enquired and found 


it belonging to a French Plantation in the 


IWeſt-Indies ; whereupon they took the 


Method of Zo/eph's Brethren with the 9 


Iſhmaelites, to make the beſt Purchaſe f 


him, rather than Deſtroy him and leſe 
it; ſo he that came to Enquire demand-- 
ed of the Maſter, If he wanted a luſiy Ser- 

vant ? He told him, Jes; then he return=, 


ed, and took the Gardener out of the 


Sack, Ungagged and Unbounded him and 


told him, That though he defetved to 
Die for perverting his Lady te Herehe, i 
yet they had Compaſſion upon him, and 
would only ſend him to do Penance for 


2 Slave in the Weft. Indies, and bid him 
dAccept of it Thankfully, add Without 
. Muttering ; and thereupon they deliver- 

ed to the Maſter of the Veſſel; of g m 
they received Twelve Crowns. After 


which 


— 
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which they returned, and gave an Ac 
count they had thrown him with a great 
Stone about his Neck from a fifty Foot 
Cliff into the Sea, and for it received the 
. Reward Promiſed them. Nor was Ber- 
=, ard unwilling to go with his unknown 
=_ Maſter, finding Providence had changed 
the Death that was deſigned him, only 
into Slavery, from whence he might 
Hope in Time to. be releaſed. Bur his 
Care was greater for Deidamia than him- 
ſelt, for he had been uſed to Misfortunes, 
ad inured to ſeveral Hardſhips. And 
ber Grief was no lefs, that ſhe found her 
Aelt Conſtrained (as ſhe ſuppoſed for his 
Safety) ſo Abruptly to part with the 
Man chat had been an Inſtrument in the 
=—_ tillinghet Heart ſo full of heavenly Con- 
Platons and had not laid her Com- 
wagas on him to Write to her, or other- 
ive her ſecret Notice of his Abid- 
bg Place (that ſhe might have had far- 
== ther Converſe with him, and been more 
Strengthened by him in the Profeſſion of 
that Truth he had inſtructed her in, and 
Which ſhe was reſolved to abide by) till 
mie found Means to reſtore him to his 
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Whilſt ſhe was Penſive on theſe thoughts, 
Antonio having (as I before told you) got- 
ten a Letter from her Parents to her, 
wherein they laid their Commands on 
her till her Lord's return, as ſhe rendered 
the Favour of Almighty God, their Blæſing, 
2 her own Honour and Safery, to be Ruled 
and Guided in all Things by her Spiritual 
Paſtor. (So, being ignorant of his Villany * 
they termed this wicked Prieſt.) And 
whatever he perſuaded her to for the Goad 
of ber Soul, and Bodily Preſervation, readily 
o comply with it; to whoſe Care and Inte- 
grity, next to the Heavenly Protect ion, they 
heartily Recommended ber til her Lord and. 
Husband came Home: This was Signed by . 
both of them. And Antonio having cons 
ſulted Frinovius about it, they both tame 
boldly to her Appartment, when ex 
knew ſhe was in Private, and preſented : 
it to her, Charging her to obey it a En 
dered her Safety: She no ſooner looked n 
it, but ſhe asked them ſo many Queſti- 7? 
ons, that by Antonios Replies, ſhe was not 
inſenſible, they had traduced her to her 
Parents; and after ſome juſt Reproaches, 
told them, It ſhould not be lang, before be 
toould go and Plead ber own Cauſe, and 
doubted not ſo to juſtiſie her nn 15 
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1 ed, but debarred from the De ſtructibe 
_ Principles, ſhe had lately Imbibed, tillber and 
= 3#he:r Lord returned, to take the Matter into 


_ ::: were Folfble, aud by the more exquiſite 
Venen their Helliſp Malice could invent, 
aber t ban to be incloſed within the Walls of 
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plainly told her, She was ar their Diſpoſal, 
_ - 2d that they had Orders to carry ber to a 


| ; 20 Diſpoſe of ber. T 


_ Luſtful Wretches, ſtirred up her Zeal to 
po mich holy Anger and Deteſtation of 
bat they propoſed, that ſhe in a great 


ber Parents, that the black Villany of her baſe | 
and treacherous Accuſexs ſhould be unable to 


Fully the Brightneſs of her Innocence. The 
at firſt ſtarted them; hut being reſolyed 
to proceed in their wicked Deſigns, they 


Nunnery, where fhe ſhould be Honourably - 


his own Hands, anddetermin'd how he pleas'd 
This inſufferable Impudence of theſe 


Paſſion proteſted to Dye a:houſand Deaths, 


4 Nunnery, which ſhe was fatisfied was no 


g | | ; other than a Sink of Sin, and plauſible Co- 
VU for Lewdneſs and Debauchery. But 


they without Replying, offering to force 


. 4 from the Cloſet, ſhe oppoſed her Strength 


againſt their Rudeneſs, crying out for 


Hep to the reſt of her Servant; but Hy- 
wr 7200, Who was the Steward and Gover- 
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nour of the Family, had ſo ordered the | 
Matter, that thoſe, that immediately 

waited upon her, were then out of 
Hearing: So that, without any other 
Interruption, than what her Contending | 
gave them, they hurried her into a Cloſe 
Chamber in the remoteſt Part of the 

Houſe, where they Locked her in, and 
went to conſult farther, how they ſhould 
ſecretly conver her thence, whilſt ſhe 
(who expected after ſuch Treatment, no- 

thing bur a Violation of her Chaſtity, 
and would much rather have embraced - } 
Death, and counted it a Favour) was i 
pouring out of her Soul to God, and im- 
ploring his Help in that needful Time 
of her Trouble, and begging of him to 
Strengthen her Faith, till on a ſudden, 3 
to allay the Troubles and Affl ictions of . 
her Mind, ſuch Beams of Joy and Com- 
fort were Darted into her Soul, that ſne 
aſſured her ſelf, That that mercrfad God, 
whoſe gracious Protection ſhe had been ſeeks — 
ing, would work out Deliverance. for her in 
due Time. <2 2c 
Theſe Conſpirators by this Time had 
come to a Reſult to rid themſelyes (as 
they thought) for ever from the: us 
they were in of their Villanous Fuabtices:. i 

being Diſcovered; which wasthis; * 4 
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Fronovius, Counterfeited a Letter in A- 


lanſon's Hand ſo very Exattly, that if 
- bimſelf had ſeen it, he might have been puz- 


zted to diſtinguiſh it from his Own, and ba- 
ving got two Ruſſtans ready, one dreſſed in 
the Habit of an Officer, and the other like 


à Servant attending him; Antonio and his 


Companion in Wickedneſs went to her with 
it, and falling on thew Knees, with ſome 


forced Tears, humbling ee her Par- 


don for the Indignities they had offered to 


her, beſeeching ber to be their good Lady, 


_ 0:with/landing their Follies, and they would 


Lever in the ike Nature Offend, nor do 


any Thing to Diſoblige her; wit h many o- 


dor proteftations, and much feigned Sor- 
row for their Rudneſs and Deſigns upon 


her Chaſiity, imploring her not to Diſcover 


7 


o ber Lord. 


1 
4. 
n — 
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© Whilſt Deidamia was wondering, what 
that ſudden Alteration in thoſe, who had 


nel ſo Rudely treated her, might mean, 


Fronovius deliver d her the Letter, in which 


une read theſe Words; | 


Ny Dear Deidamie, 


T Ho I know, that the News which rheſe' 


Lines will acquaint you with, cannot he 


_ acceptable 10 you, yes Conjure you by aur 


1 = Mutual Affections, thut you ſuffer = | 
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felf to be diſturbed, but hear what I ſhall 
tell you with that Patience and Serenity of 
Mixd, which becomes you, as knowing it is 
your Duty in all Things that happen tous, to 
ſubmit to the Divine Will, Know then, my 
Lovely Deidamia, that in a late Encounter. 
with a Party of the Enemies, I FE e ta 

be Wounded by a Chance: ſbot, which my Suy's 
| gcons tell me is Mortal; and fearing that it 
may be ſo, and Deſiring above all Things here 
below, to have a Sight of your Dear Self be- 
fore I depart out of the World, I have ſent 
the Bearer, Monſ Durell, one of my Co 
rains. 10 conduct you to me forthwith: W 2 þ 
is a Perſon of that Worth and Honour, thas 
you may truſt your ſelf with him without the: 
Trouble of any Attendants but what he brings: | 
with him, becauſe T would have you come a- 
ſpeedily as may be: Which is at Preſent all. 
from him, who is both in Life and Death,* © 


Your ever Faithful Husband 
. | # 
8 DALANSONW 


At the Reading of this ſhe Trembled; =_ 

looked Pale, and ſhed abundance of Tears, | 

being in the greateſt Diſorder and Con- 
fuſion Imaginable, in an | 


£ 


* 
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Con their renewing their intreaties) not to 
Diſcover their Wickedneſs, if by their 
Future Demeanour they made an A- 
tonement for what had paſſed; and they 
- thereupon ſolemnly promiſing it, led her 
down into the Hall, where the pretended 
Captain and his Servant bowed very low 
to her; and being before-hand InſtruQed, 
anſwered all her Queſtions ſo cunningly, 
that ſhe verily believed the Letter to 
come from her Lord, and that all he ſaid 
was true, deſiring them to refreſh them 
ſelves, whilſt the fitted her ſelf with other 
Apparel, and cobk ſome Jewels, Gold, Cc. 
Along with her; which done, and being 
about Four in the Evening, the Innocent 
© Dove committed her ſelf into the Tallons 
cot theſe bloody Vultures, mounting be- 
bid the ſuppoſed Captain, who had his 
ninſtructions not to let her ſee the next 
Morning Dawn. Antonio and Fronovius 
pretended much Sorrow at her. Depar- 
tute, but inwardly rejoyced, that by this 
Stratagem they ſhould get her eafily into 
the Trap without Noiſe or Diſturbance ; 
which had they gone about to do by 
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ö 1 Force, her Cties might have brougit 


hReſcue, and prevented their Villanous 


= re Se FREY - SM. — 1 


ſee the Party that brought it, promiſing 


= OM 


have firſt had her Raviſhed by himſelf 


7 the Baan fg oh, 2 


ſo unexpected a Rudeneſs Trembled, and 
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Purpoſe : The curſed Prieſt indeed would 


and his Companion, and then Murthered 
at Home, but the other conſidering, that 
it would be Difficult to Diſpoſe of the 
Dead Body, contrived this Way. But I 
muſt leave them for ſome Time, hugging 
themſelves in their Security, and follow 
the deceived Innocent. 1 

The bloody Cut-throats having pot the. 
Prize, by her too much Credulity, into 
their Poſſeſſion, took all the By-ways the 
could, croſſing the Country and holding i 


her in Diſcourſe with many Things rela- 3M 


ting to the War; and fo ſpun out tbe 
Time till the Sun was near ſetting, wen 
coming into a Valley between two vaſt” 


Woods, ina Blace much Unfrequented, 


they Rode into one of them, at a Turn- 
ing of a narrow Way, where the ſuppoſe® J 
Captain ſtopped, and the Ruffian thar 
Rode fingle alighted, and /ſurprizingly; I 
pulled Deidamia from behind him, who at 


began to ſuſpect the Treachgry; nor was 
the other {low in Diſmounting, when, 
both together they carried her into the 
Wood; upon this, with piteous Shrieks 


D 2 Violence; = 


* 


| 


/ 
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VvVialence; but without Replying, the Vil- 
lain who had carried her, drawing his 
_ Sword, Directed it for the fatal Thruſt, 
deſigning inſtantly to pierce he Heart; 
wilſt on her Knees ſhe was imploring their 
Pity and Compaſſion, and intreating to know 
—_— 7: wh: ſhe had Offended, to make them ſo 
—_—_ id f Humanity towards a diſtreſſed Lady, 
ubm they had betrayed into that Solitary 
Place, being Convinced that her Lord had gi- 
ven no ſuch Commands : No, (replyed they) 
that's true, nor do we know him; but Anto- 
nio and Fronovius have, and we muſt Obey 
- 2hem; beſides, you are an Heretick, and 


. 


_ ob: not to Live. * 

Deidamia now find ing ſhe was betrayed 
by her Wicked Servants into the Hands 
of theſe mercileſs Villains; and ſeeing 
nothing but preſent Death before her 
Eyes, ſhe poured out her Soul to God in 
vehement Petitions for her Favour from his 
Hands, and that if he ſaw fit ſhe ſhould 
Live no longer here, that he would re- 
ceive her into Life Eternal, and that ra- 
ther (if it wege required) ſhe might Seal 
= her Profeſſion of the Reformed Religion, 
in which ſhe had found ſo much heaven- 
1 Conſolation, with her deareſt Blood, 
WE than be prevail d with to Recant it, Hs : 
—_ - | Hon | 


- % 
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thou, O Lord, (faid ſhe) who deliveredſtDi-- 1 
niel from the Fury of the Lions, and te 
Three Children from devouring Flames,canft, 
if thou wilt, in this great Extremity, delroer 
me from theſe Blood-thirſly Men, whom I. 
have no manner Injured : But be it as tho 
pleaſeſt, ſo that my 1 Soul, toben it 
leaves this Mortal Body, may find ſhelterims 
the Arms of thy Mercy. The Villains, wo 
all this while had eyed her, and ſaw her 
Lovely in her Tears, troubled not them 
ſelves about her Religion, for their Buſi- i 
neſs was to Murder her; and therefore” 
the pretended Captain faid, Lady ! ut 
Time is ſhort this Inſtant zou muſt Die, there- 
fore ſettle your Mind for the fatal Stroke s | 
To this ſhe made no Reply, but continu- 
ing on her Knees, with Eyes-upslifted to 
Heaven, Sighs and Tears being the Lan- 
guage of her Soul, his impious Hand was 
about to give the fatal Thruſt, but the 
other catched hold of his Arm, and 
' ſtopt his Sword; and after that, they 
Whiſpered ; but ſhew knew not what 
they ſaid, till their farther Attempt re- 
vealed ir, 2 3 {27 2 
They had no ſooner | done conferring 
Notes, but they Violently forced her on il 
ber Back, and * to Raviſh her, iſ 
2 | is 3 — 


— 
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they were incxorable to her Cries and | 


with what Vengeance at this piteous Sight 


WE -iterpoſed for her Reſcue : For the Vil- 


5 ny joy her; and the Conteſt grew fo hot, 
that they diſputed it with their Swords, 


:\iſ Z (moſt forward in the Miſchief) was ran 


1s of Blood, gave Deidamia Time to fly. 
_— farther into the Woods, wandering fo 
far that Night covering every Thing 
RT with Darkneſs, ſhe thought ſhe might 
—_ oow reſt a little to recover Breath; and 


firſt, and then put her to Death: Her 
Cries upon this were redoubled, and ſhe 

begged Death rather than the Loſs of her 
Chbaſtity, opening her Boſom, and tempt- 
ing their Swords to pierce it. But her 
Beauty in this ſorrow ful Condition, was 
ſo Charming in their Luſtful Eyes, that 


Prayers. O had Alanſon been but there, 


would his Sword have been drawn to 
their Deltrution, and her Reſcue ! But 
he being Ignorant of the Wounds his 
dear Lady was about to receive, Heaven 


lains fell at Diſcord, who ſhould firſt en- 


and in the Duel the pretended Captain 


through the Body, and with a ghaſtly 
& Groan yielded up his wicked Soul into 
the Hands of Death. The other being 
ſorely wounded, and Fainting through 


F 


__ 
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oY ſo ſat down upon the Ground: Tho' the i 
e Dangers ſhe had ſo lately efcaped from 


her wicked Men, and thoſe that ſhe now 

4a feared from wild Beaſts, would not & 

5 long Time ſuffer her to cloſe her Eyes; 

_ however ſhe ceaſed not with earneſt Pray- Ml 

"at i er an Supplication to recommend her 

nd i Felt to God, and implore his Aid and 

ha Protection; who by the late wonderful 

ot Deliverance he had given her, had ſuf- 

0 ficiently ſhown her how able he is to ſave i 

Ur to the utmoſt, even in the midſt of 

2 the greateſt Dangers. The conſidera- Ml 
tion whereof, was a mighty allay to her 


preſent Sorrows in the Midſt of that 
Forlorn Condition, to which ſhe was re 
| duced , fo that a little ſupported thereby 
ſhe fell at laſt into a ſound Sleep, having 
no other Pillow but a Turff of Graſs, nor 
Covering taan the Canopy -of - Heavens 
The Morning being come, Deidamia a- 
gain returned Thanks to God, both for 
her late Deliverance, and her laſt Nighes 
Preſervation ; earneſtly begging of him, 
That as he had Graciouſly 254 to De- 
liver her, ſo that he would in his own if 
good Time compleat it, to his own Glory 
and her Good; and, that tho? at preſent 
ber Alflictions are not Joyous but Gia, 
1 . D4  "—_ 
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\Þ 44 4 Ways, which ſhe had ſo lately embraced, 


3 + leſs, and Solitary Place: But the more 


veniences that ſhe us d to have, were abun- 
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vous, yet, that through God's over-ruling 
Providence, they might afterwards bring 
Forth for her the peaceable Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs; Humbly defiring, ſhe 
might be kept from entertaining hard 
Thoughts of God, or of his Truth and 


notwithſtanding any Sufferings ſhe had 
or might meet withal upon that Ac- 
count. And having thus Recommended 
kerſelf to God, ſhe reſolved, if it were 
poſſible, to get out of that Deſolate, Path- 


he thought to Extricate her ſelf, the 
more ſhe found her ſelf Entangled, and 
& -without Hopes of getting out. The 
Fruits, that at that Time of the Year | 
grew upon the Trees, ſupply'd her with 
Food; and the little purling Streams that 
iſſued from ſome Springs in the Wood, 
| ſupply d her with Drink: So that finding 
it impoſſible to get away, ſhe was Content 
to tarry there, till the Providence of God 
+ ſhould find out ſome way of Deliverance 3 
For her; being ſatisfied in this, That the 
* Comforts of Converſation, and other Con- 


dantly made up in the Communion ſhe 
enjoy d with God, whoſe bleſſed Preſence 
* | 1 
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(as ſhe has ſince Confeſsd) did more than 
Recompenſe for all her outward Wants.— 
In the Profeſſion of which Happineſs we 
will leave her for a Time, ind look back 
to ſee what. became of the Surviving nl 
Ruffian. 3 
His Companion (as we have already 
heard) was killed in their Conteſt, about 
which fhould Enjoy (or rather Raviſh) i 
Deidamia firſt, and he that Survived, 
fainted away through loſs of Blood, which 
(as we have already releated) made way 
for Dezdamia's Eſcape: But he recovering 
in ſome little Time, found Means to ſtop 
its Effuſion; and then miſſing of Deida- 
mia, he made what Search he could fer 
her, not ſo much to ſatisſie his Luſt; 
(which his loſs of Blood had pretty much 
allayed) as to take away her Lite, that ia 
Time to come ſhe might not be an Ei- 
dence of his Wickedneſs; bur not finding 
her after all his Search, he Buried his 
Companion, and returned to thoſe that 
had ſet them to Work, telling them, This 
Deidamia, whez ſhe found ſhe mut Die by 
3 26Surprizehad ſnatch'd awayhisCompanions if 
Sword, and Slain him with it hy and unlook $4 
er Thruſt: But that bimſelf had'quickly 
reveng d it by her own Death, and hat buried 
. D 5 _ them 
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then both in a deep Pit to avoid Diſcovery. 
MR This they believed, and gave him what 
SE. they had promiſed ;- being mightily plea- 
11 ſed that now they were (as they thought 
at leaſt) out of all Danger. 5 
> Whilſt theſe Things were thus Acted, 
Deidamia's Parents became exceedingly 
Troubled, even to that Degree, that their 
Sleep departed from them; and thoſe 
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. got, were interrupted with ſtrange and 
unaccountable Dreams, which was alſo 
attended with an unuſual Melancholy, 
of which they could give no Account. 
This made them reſolve to enquire after 
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& fince the Permiſſion they gave to Antonio 
to carry her to a Nunnery. 


— — - p — 
* 
P LS 4 : 


IE _ Cunning to prevent their Diſcovery of 
the Villany, that for a Sum of Money 
they engaged a certain Abbeſs of Antonto's 
Acquaintance, to acknowledge (when 
there ſhould be Occaſion) that Deidamia 
had been brought thither, but that ſhe 


= that ſhe knew not what was become of 
ber, nor could give any Accopynt of the 
EReaſon of it, but only by a Nt that ſhe 


r * LO 34, 8 , ; 
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But Fronoviu and Antonio had been ſo 


little Slumbers, that they ſometimes | 


Deidamia, of whom they heard nothing, 5 
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; had made her Eſcape from thence, ſo | 
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had left beehind her in her Chamber, 
which Note Fronoviu (who, as we have; ll 
already ſaid, had a Notably Faculty at 
Counterfeiting of Hands) had Writ in a 
Hand ſo like Deidamia's, that it could not 
be diſtinguiſhed. They had alſo given 
the Abbeſs a Ladder of Ropes, by which 
it was Pretended; ſhe had made her 
eſcape. Fronovius and Antonio having Jo: 
well laid their Deſign with the Abbeſs, Ml 
kept Poſſeſſion of Alanſor's Houſe without 
Fear or Controul. And therefore when 
Deidamia's Parents came thither to enquire I 
after their Daughter, they received them 

with much ſeeming Courteſie and Kind- 
neſs, and Fronovjus told them, That tho 
it had IInbappily fallen out, that their Lady 
had been Perverted to Hereſie ſince the H 
partureof the Count ber Husband, yet he had 
taken that Care of the Family in his Lords 
Abſence, which was conſiſtent with his Duty; 
and that as to his Lady, the Orders they had 
3 beenpleas'd to give to Antonio to ſend her td 
2 Nunnery had been punctually obſeru d; andi 
be hoped by that Means, againſt the comins 
Home of their Lord, ſhe might be again r 
conciled unto her Mother- Church out of which 
there is no Salvation, Tho this Diſcourſe | 
of Fronovius was very Plauſible, yet the 
| 3 -.+ -_Farent 
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the Ladder of Ropes by which ſhe got over 
ES the Wall; and then having them into a 
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fied with it, but deſired to fee and diſ- 
courſe with her in the Nannery where ſhe 
was, which Fronovius ſeemed ready to 


_ aſſent to, and with Antonio offered their 
Service to accompany them thither, tell- 


ing them, they had given ſo ſtrict a 
Charge to the Abbeſs, to prevent any He- 
zeticks from coming to her, that none 


might be admitted to ſpeak with her, but 
themſelves; or by their immediate Order. 


The Parents being for the preſent ſa- 


=  tishcd with this Anſwer, lay there that 
Night, big with the Hopes they had of 
| -Keing their Daughter the next Day: 
Which being come, they went with Anto- 
nio and Fronouiks, to the Nunnery, but 
were extreamly Surprized, when they 


came thither, to hear the Abbeſs ſay, 
That tae young Lady had been too hard 


for her, and notwithſtanding all her Care 
and Diligence, had found a Way to make 
her Eſcape but the Day before, and then 


led them into the Garden, ſhewing them 


Room which ſhe called her Chamber, gave 


them the Note which Fronovizs left with 


her, asking her Parents if they knew that 
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Hand 3 
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Hand; they haſtily opened it, and 
thought verily it had been of Deidamias 
Writing : And then Reading it, found it 
to Contain theſe Words. : 


my ſelf at Liberty : And am gone to him, 


who no doubt will Right me of the Injury 1 


done me by my Treacherous Servants.. > > 


Deidamia. 


Her Parents upon reading this Letter 
and believing it to be True, burſt forth 
into Tears for the Loſs of their Daughter; 
not knowing now in what Part of the 
Country to ſeek for her: The only 
Hopes they had was, that ſhe was gone 
into Flanders to her Huſband, to which 
Opinion Fronouius and Antonio both per- 
ſwaded them, from that Expreſſion in the 
Note, [I am gone to him, that will Right my 
Injuries. | Upon which, giving Fronooms 


a Charge to be a Faithful Steward in his 


Lord's Abſence , they returned to their 


on Houſe, where they Writ the fellow- 
ing Letter to the Count, and ſent it by an 


_ 
T. % 
. = " 
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N Expteſs to Flanders, 
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Aving been forced to this Place againſt 1 
my Mind and Conſcience, let none be 
troubled, that I have found a Means to ſet 


: | I 
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To the Count D'Alanſon, Coll. of 
the Regiment of Picardy. 


- Deareſt. SON, 5 
II is not without Unexpreffible Grief that 
we Write theſe Lines, which brings you 
the ſad Tydings of the greateſt Afliction that 
ever 22 you ; and which, without the Di. 
vine Aid, you will find it very bard to bear; 
but 1 oe Heaven till ſupport you under it; 
it is in brief, the loſs of Deidamia; I do 
not mean by Death, for had Heaven ordain'd 
, that would have been far more Eligible: 
Bat, alas! She is loſt both to her ſelf and all 
eus; She is (ſince your Departure) per- 
verted to Hereſie, and turned an obſtinate 
Hugenot; wh:ch-whilft we endeavoured to 
Reclaim her from, by conſenting upon the ll 
Advice of your Chaplain, Father Antonio) 
. that ſhe ſhould be put into an Nunnery, ſhe is 
eſcaped from thence no one knows whither ; 
. the Thoughts thereof has filled the Hearts of 
. my ſelf and Wife with ſuch Unexpreſſible N 
- Grief and Sorrow, as has render d us alto- 
- gether Unconſolable our only remaining 
Hope is, that ſhe may be gone to you; and 
* that if you have not already, you muy yet 
bear of her in a few Days; for ſhe left be- 
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bind ber in her Chamber, at the Nunnery of 
f. Bridget's (whirher Fronovius and An- 

tonio conducted ber) the following Note. 


Aving been forced to- this Place a- 
gainſt my Mind and Conſcienee, 
you let none be troubled that I found a Means 
What to ſet my ſelf at Liberty: And am gone 
Di. to him who no doubt will Right me of 


ear, the Injury done me by my Treacherous' Ml 
7 it j 1 Servants, X bt © ö | 

d Deidamia. 
in d | © 
ble: It 78 this Note alone. that gives us ground Wl 


| all "i hope that you may ſee her again; and I ll 
ber- Pray God it may fall out accordingly. And 


rate whenever this loſt Sheep ſhall be found again, 
{ 10 I doubt not but you will lay her in your Boſom, 
the Wl according to the Example of our great Shep= | 
io) WE herd, and by your wonted Love and Tendar= Þ 
eis neſs towards her, endeavour 10 reſtore her 
r; gain to the true Fold and Church of Chriſt; Wl 
r of WW 70 whoſe Holy Protection J commut you, and 
ble 4 1 o Tare wel. 2 <p | | F 
to- J. MONTAIGN, WW 
ing | | : 


nd The Count Alan ſon was fo tranſported 4 
vet with Grief at the Reading of this Letrer, i 
25 that for ſome Time he remain d SE — 9 A 
2 -% U 3 ND * 1 | 
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His Trouble was too great to Vent it ſelf 
in Words; ſtill Waters being always the 
Deepeſt: But ſoon after his Sorrow gave 
it ſelf Vent in the moſt paſſionate and 
feeling Complaints: And then calling 
for a Pen and Ink, he Writ the following 
Letter to his Father. 


SIR, Sf 

FRecerved your Letter the Contents where: 
f has brought that Grief and Sorrow to 
my Heart, that willcontinue there for ever, 
-wnleſs the Sight of my deareſt Deidamia re- 
moves it : Her being turned Hugenot is not 
that which gives me much Trouble, it rather 
F . makes me thinkthere is ſomething of Good in 
E - zhoſe Opinions, or elſe ſo much Goodneſs and 
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Have embraced them. Had you but let her 
alone in my Houſe Thad been Happy ſtill, but 
F your endeavouring toreclaim ber has been the 
Ruin of us both : I am ſoTranſported with 
W Grief and Anger, that I know not what 10 
Milte, nor would I Write at all, but come 
away immediately, were it not for the Hopes 
pon give from the Note found in the Chamber 
„ny deareftDeidamia, that ſhe was goneto 


Alanſon, to Sieur Montaign. 


"Virtue, as that of Deidamia's, could never | 


him that would ſoon Right her Injuries; and Y 
has 


that can be none but my ſelf : And might 1 
but recover ber again, ſhe ſhould. not be mi- 
ſtalen in her Thoughts. "Tis in Hopes of her 
coming that Iam content to ſtay here a little 
longer : For 'tis Deidamia alone can make 


Alanſon's Letter, it adminiſtred freſh 
Griet to Deidamia s Parents. For they 
thereby found, that by their too eafily 
yielding to Antonios Deſigns, they had 
not only loſt their Daughter, but the 
Affections of their Son-in-Law. In this 


tude. | 


each Day removed her Habitation, until 
at laſt ſhe found a Cave to ſecure her ſelf 


was a quiet Reſting-place to her in the 
Night-ſeaſon , for by ſhutting up the 
Mouth of the Cave, ſhe covered her felf 
from all Danger; which ſhe look'd upon, 
and thanked God for, as a great Mercy : 
And living upon the Fruits that grew in 


tion ; 
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The Meſſenger being returned with 


State we will not leave them, and make 
Deidamia a Viſit in her ſorrowing Soli- 


Deidamia being in that lonely Place, I 


from the Injuries of the Weather, and 


the Wood, (as I ſaid before) ſhe ſpent 
Fer Time wholly in Prayes-and,Medira-* | 


\ 


me Happy. Farewell, ALANSON. W 
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tion; and tho her Diet and Lodging was et 
extreamly changed, yet her Health was l 
both continued and increaſed, and ſhe 
found that Promiſe made good to her, As 
thy Day Is, ſo ſhall thy Strength be. 7 
She had now lived almoſt four Montll; 
in this Solitude, and the Winter ap 
prean began ro make the Woods 
uncomiortable; and the Cold extreamly| 
nipping: So that Deidamia was forced ot - 
ten to walk apace to get her heat. One 
Day as ſhe had walked farther than Or- 
= - dinary, ſhe diſcovered ſome Kind of an 
Obſure Path ſhe had not ſeen before, and 
tho ſhe knew not whither it would lead 
-her, ſhe was reſolved to follow the Track: 
She travelled ſo far that Day, that it was 
in Vain for her to think of retreating to 
ber beloved Cave, where ſhe had lain fo 
many Nights; and therefore making the 
- beſt Shift chat ſhe could, ſhe ſate down 
upon the Grqund, and Recommendine 
her ſelf to the Almighty's Protection, 
compoſed - her felf to Reſt; the next 
Morning ſhe aroſe as ſoon as it was Light, 
and travelling forward, perceived her 
Path to be like that of the Ju, which 
fte wiſe Man tells us, Shines more und 
more uni rhe perfect Day: And ſhe was i 
= Fol ' : 3 en | 8 
5 | 1 ; 
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vas encouraged to go on, becauſe ſhe fancied 
vas ſhe heard the Barking of Dogs; and after 
ihe travelling a little farther, ſhe was well 
As aſſured it was a real Thing, and not a i 
Fancy only; and therefore ſhe purſued } 
her Journey the more eagerly. The Sun 
had not come to its Meridian, When ſhe 
heard an unuſual Ruſhing amongſt the 
Buſhes. and ſtanding ſtill to Know what 
it might mean, ſhe perceived a Grave 
Old Man with two Dogs following him, 
come from among the Trees. They were 
both alike Surpriz'd at the Enterview 3 J 
for the Old Man having never ſeen an 
Human Creature in that Place before, 
k: could not but be amazed to ſee a Woman 
as coming from the midſt of the Wood, 
to and therefore addreſſing himſelf to her, 
10 he enquired by what Misfortune ſhe came 
he thither > Intreating her not to be afraid, 
vn forſhe ſhould receive no Harm from him: 
ng Deidamia upon this looking Farneſtiyx 
upon him, and perceiving his Carriage 
and Demeanour to be what became the 


Gravity of his Years, ſhe told him, She } 
er ¶ was indeed in a wild Phice,and knew not the 
ch May out again. To this the Old Man re- 
1 ply'd, If ſhe would go with him to bis bomeißñ 


as. 
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Cortage, bis Wife would Condutt ber out: 75 Y 


* 
* 
7 


. 
* - 


1 


pg 


. 82 The French Convert. 
de Wood. Deidamia preſently accepted 
of his Kindneſs and went with him: 
And after they had gone about the Space 
of a Mile, they came to his Houſe ; where 
the good Old Woman (who was ſfome- 
what ſurprized to ſee her Huſband bring 
a Stranger along with him) roſe up, and b. 
teien vety Courteouſly, defiring Þ N 
WW heito down, and refreſh herſelf with MY 
mach homely Fare as their Cottage af- HK 
forded: Which ſhe did, and then asking e 
her farther how ſhe came into that Place. 
Deidamia defired they would ash ber nod 
Queſtions for the Repetition of her Sorrow 
would but renew her Grief, only thus much 
Me would let them know, that her being there 
[| ; Alive was the Efefts of God's Providence in 
1 delivering her flange and Blood-thir ſiy 
Men that ſought to take away her Life. Up- 
on which, perceiving her to be full of 
= Grief, they asked her no more Queſtions, 
but finding her very Weary, they led her 
into a homely but clean Appartment, to 
repoſe her ſelf upon the Bed: Deidamia i 
was mighty thoughtful what this Aged W 
Couple might be; and whether or no Wl 
for her Apparel's ſake, and that Gold, 
and thoſe Jewels ſhe had about her, ſhe | 
might not fall into great a Danger . 
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ed that ſhe had formerly eſcap'd, and tho! ſhe | 
m. N was at firſt glad of their Company, ſhe ³⁶ 
ce could have wiſhed her ſelf in her beloved ü 
re I Cave again. But her Fears were quickly'* IM 
e- over, when by a French Bible and other 
ne good Books, ſhe found in her Room, and 
nd dy the hearty Prayers of the good Old 
ng I Man at Night, ſhe perceived they were 
th MR Hugenors, who had fled into that ſolitary 


4 
y 


Retirement for the ſake of their Religi- 
nz Mon: This made her be much mor free 
ce. Nwith them, bleſſing God for his Provi- 
19 {dence in bringing her thither, and reſol- 


ving to continue there, till ſhe could Ml 
meet with an Opportunity to return 
Home into the Arms of her Deareſt Alan- 
on And the Old Couple having under- 


1 

fy Hood her Hiſtory more fully, by their 

p. {rity and Commiſeration, made her Abode 

of with them more eaſie. And the Com- 

1s. munion ſhe had with them in the Things 

ler of another World, weaned her from this 
to Nin a great Meaſure. So that here ſhe took Ml 


up her Abode, and continued with them, G 
not only that Winter, but the Year fol- 
Wowing, until ſhe was found out by her 
14 Weloved Alanſon, to whom it is Time ü 
he What we now Return, | > NS 0 


The 
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The Count A/anſon having tarried at 
the Camp a whole Month after the re- 
ceiving of his Father-in-Law's Letter, in 
expectation of ſeeing his deareſt Deida- 
mia; began now to be impatient of tar- 
rying any longer; and indeed, during all 
chat Time, he was ſo mnch changed in his 


having abandon'd himſelf to an extream 


King to go Home, both for the Recovery 
of his Health, and for the ſettling ſome 
Aﬀairs in his Family, he ſoon obtained 
it, and ſoon after (tho' with a heavy 
Heart) arrived there, Where his firſt 
Buſineſs was to enquire after Deidamia, 
but none of the Servants could give any 
Account of her but PFrono: ius and Anto- 
210, who gave him the ſame Account that 
had been ſent him by his Father-in-Law : 
To which he Sternly asked them, How 


Knowledge © Telling them, He feared by 


the Note ſhe had written, it was their Trea- 


1 chery that was the Occafion of her Loſs; which 
be could but be Confirmed in, he would © 
ol | 2278 N take. 
4 NE 


Carriage, Humours, and Converſation, Nl 
that all thoſe with whom he us'd to Con- I 
verſe in the Camp, took Notice of it, be 


Melancholy; therefore defiring of the 


they dur ſt diſpoſe of their Lady and Miſtreſs, i 


a, . 


= contrary to ber Will, without his Conſent or. 
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it {rake Care they ſhould receive a Puniſhment 
e · ſuitable to the greatneſs of their Crimes. At 
in which Fronouws and Antonio began to 
. Tremble, and make the beſt Excuſes for 
themſelves they could; alledging the Con- 
ſent of her Parents for what they did. 
But that did not at all ſatisfie Alan ſon, 
who ſoon diſcharged them from his Ser- 
rice, and reſolved to Travel in Search 
Wor Deidamia, tho' he knew not which 
Way to bend his Courſe : But after many 
a tedious Journey, enquiring amongſt 
Whoſe who were Favourers of the Huge- 
note, he yet could hear no Tydings of her. 
8o that full of Grief and Sorrow, he led 
2 retir'd and Melancholy Life in his own 
ouſe, abſenting himſelf. from all Com- 
pany, and Mourning like a Turtle that 
ad loſt his Mate, tho' his Friends byrall 
eans poſſible endeavoured to Cotnfort 


Prief; for that it was probable Deidamia 


45 1. ſome Misfortune or other was Dead; | 
I Mud therefore they advisd him to think of 

84. 75 Second Marriage, as that which would 

5 Whore his former Gayety, and make him 
. Perget Deidamia. But the more they en- 
„ Wavoured to perſuade: him, the more 


as reſolved to the Contrary, and 
| tht 


- 


im; perſuading him to ſurceaſe his 
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Criminal was to Die: But coming nearer, 


| | | +  Contelled, That himſelf and another had 
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therefore to avoid their continued Im- & - - 
portunities, he fixt his Reſolution once | ** 
more to Travel in Qpeſt of her; which 
accordingly he did, but without Succeſs: 
And therefore he reſolved to return a- 
gain to his own Houſe, and there ſpend 
the remainder of his Days in Solitude. 


But as he was returning Home, in his al 

Way, he met with a Vaſt Concourſe of — 
People, and Demanding the Occaſion of 1 *< 
itt, he was told a Criminal was going to 40 
be broken on the Wheel, for a Murder a: 
be had Committed ; upon which, Curio- if 
. ſity led him to ſee the Execution. And 12 
getting pretty near, the Malefactor caſt "W 0 
U his Eyes upon him, and ſtraight knew 1 
him to be Alan ſon the Huſband of Deida- 1 
via; and being ſmitten with Remorſe of IM *< 
& © Conſcience, he beckoned Alan ſon to come c 
BE near, and humbly begged his Pardon for Wi -7 
te Wrong he had done him. At this 1 
Aunſon both Started and fell a Trem- | 
bling, fearing it was for her Murder the - 


the Malefactor asked him, If he had heard 
any News of his Lady © And then with Tears 


been bired to Murder her, towbich End they 
- carried ber into aWood, (which he named 
1 8 4 | "+ 2.00 | to os; 5 4 
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to him) but by a Miraculous Providenctſhe 
N out of their Hands ; that afterwards 
e had reported tothoſe that ſet him toWork, 
that he had aftually Murthered her; for 
which be received the Reward, but which way 
ſhe eſcaped, be knew not; and that this was  * 
about two Nears ſince. - The Count urged 


\ 
N * 


Sw „ 


f him to tell the Names of thoſe that had 3 

cM fo hired him; bur he ſaid, He had ſworn 2 
gon the boly Sacrament of the Altar never tis 

. W fiſcloſe en; and that he feared Damnation * | 
be. ſhould - Only (ſald he) this T may ſay, + Þ 
WW coirhout breaking my Oath, They were .. 
4 £e7/ons in whom you wr og a great deal af 
8 Confidence. And then ſolemnly atteſted, f i 
bar what be had ſaid was the Truth, And 
oon after was Executet. 
. This Dying Criminal's Confeſſion con- 
„ firm'd Alanſon, that Peidamia had een 
Treacheroufly carried thither, either rm 3.4 
; his Houſe or the Nunnery ; and he nog logs 37 
| ger doubted that Honovius and Ame 


were the Perſons that had hired Villains 


to Murther her; and therefore; though. FF 
. they were moved. from his, Service 
tome time ago, yet he was refoived to 

„ purſue them, in order to briag them 0 38 
altice: But firſt he intended c . "I'1 
tech ſearch after Deidamia, he M 
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nal having given him an Account where 
ſhe eſcaped from them; and therefg 
he thought (if, ſhe were ſtill alive)The 
might be ſomewhere in the Vicinity of 
that Wood: Towards that therefore he 
| tended his Courſe, and being arrived in 
Sight thereof, and ſeeing how vaſt a Thing 
it was, he perceived it would be a difh- 
cult 'Thing to find her, even though ſhe 
was there. Yet at his entering in he con- 
ceived ſcme Hopes in his Mind, that he 
ſhould not loſe his Labour. Whereupon 
* alighting, and giving his. Horſe to his 
Servant, (who had attended him in all 
his Melancholy Travels) and charged 
im to attend there till he came back, he 
went into the Wood alone, and found 
himſelf entangled amongſt Thickets , 
Briars and Buſhes; yer {till he went on, 
erching every Cave and Solitary. Place, 
WE often calling out, Deidamia ! til Dark- 
WE nels coming on, made him think of Re- 
Turning to his Man; but he found he was 
Zone to far too Retreat back in Time, and 
WEL therefore reſolved. to go forward: And . 
beine, no doubt, guided by Providence, 
= he happened upon that Cave where De:i- 
*. dami2 had fo often bewailed his Abſence, 


and mourned'her own Solitary State; and 
* ks: | * | 
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there he reſted his weary and tired Body, 
fot that Night, reſolving to purſae his 
Search the next Morning; which being 
come, juſt as he was going out of the "ſl 
Cave, he perceived ſomething ſparkle Þ 
very brightly on the Ground, which he 
ſtooped and took up; and looking on it 
in the open Light, he found it te bea 
| Locket of Diamonds, which he had for- 
merly given Deidamia; and ſhe unwit- 
tingly had dropt there. The finding of 
this, filled him with ſome Tranſports of 
Joy, as looking upon it as an earneſt of 
his good Succeſs in finding the Owner: 
Thereupon he often repeated her Name 
= very loud, but could receive no Anſwer” 1 
= but by ſome broken Eccho's. And there- 
fore going on, he knew not whirher, 
but being directed by the fame Provis,. 
dence that had before conducted him td, 
the Cave, when he had wandered fo far, 
that he was almoſt hopeleſs, he was ſud- 
denly ſet upon by two Whiffling Curs, 1 
which, upon offering to draw His Word, 
ran away Barking from him; Which he 
purſuing came in a little Tide i Fath, 
FF where he might diſcern rthe-Feer-Rteps 
ok Human Creatures, which W much 4 
-. x xxcvived his Hopes, and encqgraged him 
"a : e ;-- fil 
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b he diſcerned Smoke to iſſue from a ſmall 
Cottage; to which, as he approached 
9 9 near, he was again ſaluted by the 


had before purſued. This was the Cottage 
where Deidamia reſided, who upon the 


= - what was the Matter, eſpied Alan ſon 
coming towards her, and (the Idea of his 
= Image being continually in her Breaſt) 
= ſhe no ſooner ſaw, but knew him, and 


WY Joy, was only able to Cry out, Ah ! my 
| ear Lord, Alanfon! But exceſs of Joy 
proves ſometimes Fatal, and it had like 
do have done ſo to Deidamia, for ſhe im- 
=__ mediately ſwooned away in his Arms: 
The Dogs ſtill continued their Barking 
which alſo cauſed the good Old Woman 
of the Cottage to ſee what the Cauſe was, 
and was extreamty ſurprized to ſee a gen- 
teele Stranger there, and Deidamia faint- 
ing in his Arms; however, ſhe made what 
hat ſhe could to endeavour her Recovery, 


- 


- wel 
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% 


main to go on; he had not gone far before 


urious Barking of thoſe Dogs whom he 


= Barking of the Dogs, looking out to ſee 


running into his Arms in an Exceſs of 


= defiring Alan ſon to bring her into the 
= Houſe, which he immediately did, tel“ 
ning the good Woman that he was Deid- 
reis Husband; which the (being; VAT 
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well acquainted with Deidamias Story)) 
was very glad to hear. It was a conſidera- 


to her ſelf, which ſo much afflicted the 
away himſelf. But his Lady being again 
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ble Time before Deidamia could be brought 
Count, that he was almoſt ready to faint 


recovered, Alan ſon with a Thouſand, Kiſſes 
and endearing Ex preſſions, aſſured her f 
the Truth, Reality, and Conſtancy of his 
Affections towards her; whilſt ſhe on the i 
other Hand, ſeemed to be the moſt fatis-- i 
fied Creature in the World, in that the-. 
had once more ſeen her _ deareſt. Lord 
Alan ſon; deſiring him not to be troubled= 


at her fainting away, fince it was only 


occaſioned by the Exceſs of that Joy ſhe © 


& conceived in ſeeing him again; and that” 

Death ir ſelf would have been eaſie tg 
ber upon ſo happy an.,Occafion, and e- 
fſpecially Dying in his Arms. = 


Whilſt in this Manner they were ex 
preſſing the Ardency of their Affections 
to each other, the good Man of the 
Houſe came Home; and being told by his 


1 Wiſe that Deidamia's Huſband was there, 
3 lie was over. joyed; and courteouſly ſa- 


lured Alanſon, telling him, He was ſure be 
Was a Welcome Man 1 here to-1 hem all, but = 


FF Eſpecially to Deidamia, who had long 


E 3 mourned 
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maourned his Abſence. Alanſon kindly 
- thanked him, and told him, He ſould ever 
Honour him as the Reſuge, and Pre ſerver. 
of bis dear Lady. And after ſuch Civilities 
on each Side paſſed, the good Woman ſet 
before him ſuch homely Refreſhment as 
the had prepared on the Table: Alan ſon 
eat but little, De:damra's Preſence being 
more to him than all the Dainties in the 
World; yet perceiving with what Courſe 
Fate his Lady had been there contented, 
he praiſed her Humility, and wondered 
"at ber Virtue. © Dinner being ended, 
Ajanſon, was concerned, for his Servant, 
whom he had left in the Entrance of the 
Wood, and would have gone back to 
bim; but the good Old Man would by 
0 Means let him, telling him he would 
go himſelf, becauſe he better knew the 
Way, and could eaſier find ir; and ſo 
= taking his Dogs along with him, he 
went accordingly: The Man having 
= waited at the Entrance of the Wood, 
from the Time tbat his Maſter went into 
it, till the next Morning, and hearing 
nothing of him, leaving his Horſes in 
ſtſtme Fields ad joyning to the Wood, refol-: 4 
ved to. find him out, and having geta 
good 2 Way, he met the Old Gentleman? 
| '$ R 8 1 5 Who 
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who was coming to him; and enquiring 


of him for his Maſter, vhom he defcrih d, 
he told him he had both ſeen and came 


from him, to conduct him where he was, 
and that he had found his Lady; ar this 
the Servant waz very glad, and joy fully 


went along with him. After the OId 
Gentleman was gone for the Servant, 


the Count and his Lady went into the 
Woods, and there ſhe gave him a parti- 


cular Account of all her Sorrows and 
Sufferings fince his departing from her. 
And the Reaſon of her ſtaying where ſhe - 


was; viz. The Old Gentlemen not during 


10 go out of the Wood with her, he being a 


== proſcribd Perſon, and ta go without him was 

= 70 endanger her own Life: Beſides, ſhe knew 
Zoot how Antonio migbt have: ordered Mu- 
tere, having the Pretence of” Hereſfie to la, 
10 ber Charge; and that bearing nothing of 


himin allthis Time, ſhe though. his Affection: 
might have been Eſtranged from ber. But 


Alanſon aſſur d her to the contrary; tel- 


ling her, He could nat but to nder at the un, 


Parallel d Villany of Fronovius and Anto-“ 
nio; and that he had turned them out of bis ' 


Service ſoon after be came hon fam be 


FF Comp. After which the Old Gentteman' | 
” Wi 2d Alunſons Servant, being (as before” 


, E 4-3 related. 
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telated) arrived at the Cottage, the 
FBrening was far ſpent, and ſo they all 
 berook themſelves to reſt, 
The next Morning Alanſon was pre- 
paring for his Return home; but before 
they went, their aged Landlord would 
needs have them ſtay and Dine, and in 
diſcourſe told him, He was once a Tenant 
of his Fathers; but by cruel Edicts was 
ſorced not only to leave that Farm, but 
his Paternal Inheritance, ſuffering the 
Spoils and Loſs of all for the ſake of 
Chrift and a good Conſcience; and in 
this Solitary Retirement have enjoyed 
more true Peace and Satisfaction, than 
nin all the Pleaſure of his Forepaſt Life. 
The Count then asked him his Name, 
= which he told him was De La Mont; up- 
= on which he preſently knew and Embra- 
E ced him, ſaying, That tho himſelf was of the 
Roman Perſuaſion, yet he had often pitied 
his Sufferings, adding, That it was given 
* out be Died in Priſon. The Pious Deida- 
Lia, from the Diſcourſe took an occaſion 
to ſay, Ab ! my deareſt Lord, you ſee what 
aue and Mercileſs Religion it is that you 
=_— Profe/s, and which 1 the Good ne ſs f 
_ Gd, I have lately departed from. I am 
ar Surpriz d (ſaid Alanſon) at that which 
: You 
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8 you ſay, for Twas inform d in Flanders char 


= God, (replied Deidamia) that your ſelf, my 
= deareſt Lord, was likewiſe made a partaker 


Monſ. De La Mont put in, and laid gown-- 
WE ſuch weighty Reaſons for the Truth o 


= you had changed your Religion. I wiſh to 


= of the ſame happy Change. Upon this 


the Reformed Religion, and againſt the 
Errors of the Church of Rome, that it en- 
couraged Deidamia farther to go on, and 
ſhew the Viciouſneſs and Debauchery of 
the Romiſh Clergy, their Bloody Princi- 


un ſon was forced to Confteſs, that what 
was alledged againſt their Practices was 
true, but as to their Principles (abating 
that of Perſecution) he believed the7̃ 
= might be miſtaken: Upon which Deida- 
mia replied, 1 am glad, my dear Lord, to 
nd you are againſt Perſecution ;Þ hope then 


vy Conſcience(the only Happineſs Thave hd 
"Y never £0 about to Compel me to go to Maſs, - 


"28 Brgor as to think that thoſe that-inverely 
Worſbipped God, according to the beſt off 


ples and Perſecuting Spirit, ſo that 4. ; 


you will be willing 1 ſhall enjoy the Liberty of 
in this Colitary Retirement ) and that jou wil! 
which I will rather chuſe to die than da: T 


this Alanſon reply'd, That he was no ſuch. 


their Underſtandings, (as he was con ident 
5 3 Deidamia 
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Deidamia did) might not be accepted of him, 
pb bough of an Opinion different from himſelf: 
Ad as to Compel her to go to Maſs, if by 
Arguments be could not Perſuade ber to it, 
be ſolemnly promiſed he never would uſe any 

other Means. NT | 1 5 | 

And being now ready to depart, Au. 

., offered La Mont ſtore of Gold for 
_— their Kindneſs to his Lady while ſhe had 
deen with them, which he abſolutely 
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a Day or two they made a Viſit, Deidamia 
being received by thermas one riſen from *f 
the Dead. And the Story. of their, WM 
t Daughter's Troubles being all related tC ä 
them, they could not but admire the 
Providence of God, in preſerving her, 1 
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| . 

mM, and wonder at the monſtrous Wickednels 
of Fronovicus and Antonio: Who Upon 
by W& their hearing of the Confeſſion of the 
t, Dying Criminal, had withdtawn' them- 
1) WF ſelves from their former Reſidences; And 
Antonio (the Better to eſcape deſerved Pu- 

7- niſhment for his Luſtful Attempts upon 
or. 8 Deidamia's Chaſtity) went privately to 
id the Biſhop. of Rheims, and told him that 
Count Anf Lady was depraved with 

n Hereſie, in which ſhe was ſo much Coun- 

0 tenanced by her Lord, that himſelf for 
8g I endeavouring to reclaim her, was turned 

d out of the Family, and cut off from all 
e IR Intereſt in it, and therefore came hum- 
d 4 bly to beg his Protection againſt pon: 
t 84 erful an Adverſary, fince what he had: 


done by the | 
he heard he had entertained; and bet 
troubled that fo great à Villain (hou! 


IH find any Countenance ſrom the Biſhop, 
e he Writ back again to know, the Names 
of thoſe that had fo Injuriouſly informed 


done was only out of Zeal ro promote 
the Catholic Religion. The Biſhop re- 
FX ceived him into his Protection, and Wat; 
x'F 2 ſharp Letter to the Count about ir. 
Who having received it, believed it was 
4 faltien ton of Antoni, hom 


| him againſt his Lay: But the Bilh»p 
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would not gratifie him ſo far in his 
Deſires. This made the Count return 
him a ſecond Letter, written in a more 
Angry Stile, declaring, That if he could 
2, bave Juſtice from him, the King himſelf 
EW ſhould be acquainted with it, and by him he 
would ſeek Redreſs. This ſo Nettled the 
& Biſhop, that he ſent Examiners to his La- 
dy, to interrogate her about her Religion; | 
of which the Count having ſome Intima- 
tion, ſent her to her Parents, who were 
E extreamly troubled at theſe freſh Misfor- 
& tunes, and mightily Scandalized at the 
E Villany of Antonio, and the Biſhop's pro- 
tecting him from Juſtice, grew there- 
upon very cold in the Profeſſion of the 
pi Religion, which ſo furiouſly perſe- 
& cured Innocence and Virtue, and counte- 
nanced the greateſt Wickedneſs: This 
& the pious Deidamia Wiſely improved, 
= and ſo effectually wrought with them, by 
© her Warm and Zealous Diſcourſes, that 
& through the Operation of God's Holy Spi- 
rit aſhiting her, they were both brought 
over to the Embracing of the Truth. 
be Biſhop's Examiners being diſap- 8 
pointed, returned back without their Er- 
—_ rand; upon which the Biſhop threatned-. - 
do Excommunicate both A/an/or and his- wil 
—_—_— Eqs Family, 
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Family; and was ſoon after as good as 


- him by the Biſhop of Rheime, both in Ex- 
W communicating him, and Protecting a 
Villanous Criminal from Juſtice. But it 
ſeems the-- Biſhop had been before- hand 
with him, and made his Complaint firit; 
For the King receivd him very Coldly, MW 
W and told him, The Fegg of Rheims war 
à a good Man, and he left bis Buſineſs wholly 


Home much diſcontented, and found: 
that in his Abſence ireſh ſearch had been 
made in his Houſe for his Lady, tho” 

without Succeſs. Then he went to the 
& Biſhop himſelf, and boldly charged him 
wich Entertaining a wicked Perſon, tothe" 
= prejudice of his Honour; telling him who 
he was, and declared his Crimes, defir- 
ing he might be brought forth, and his 
Lady ſhould appear. But the Biſhop re- 
ſuſing this, and telling him, Hic Lad) vat 
c accuſed of Here/ie, and he of CGuntenancing 
; the Count in a Kind of Holy Anger, 
told him, That Religion could not be of G WM 
. oF 76-1 encoura ed Villany, and ſought the - 
Deſtruction of them that were Virtuous, At 
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his Word. Upon this Alan ſon Poſts. a- 


way to the King, who was then at Marly, 


where complained of the Injury done 


4 


to him. On which Alanſon returned: 


this 
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WF 102 The French Convert. 
this the Biſhop ftormed and told him, 
That be ſhould be anſwered in another Na- 
ture. And ſoon after he had ſecret No- 
IF. tice from Court, That upon a freſh Com- 
WW plant of the Biſhops, both he and his Lady 
i tere proſcrib'd as Hugenots; and that not- 
E eoithflanding. his Friends Interceſſion, and his 
con former Merits, his Flaces were taken 
© ' away, and his Eſtate ordered to be ſeized as 

error to others. Alanſoen finding him- 
ſelf unable to withſtand this Storm, 

packed up the Richeſt of his Effects, and 

& privately ſent them to his Wite's Father, 
—_— where ſhe was all this while concealed, 
and then followed after himſelf. Where 
& having declared the gteat Injuſtice he 
bad met withal, contrary to all Religion, 
Honour, Honeſty, and Conſcience. He | 
then told his Relations he was reſolved, | 
== by God's Help to embrace that Religion, 

for which he had been a Sufferer before 
be was a Profeſſor ; For that Religion could 

not be f God, that did fo evidently ſet up 
de Kingdom of the Devil, At which they | 
al rcjoyced, and Deidamia more eſpeci- 
ally; who paſhonately Embracing him, 
aid, Her Father and Mother were of the 
ane Mind with hin; at which Alunſon 

EE was the more encouraged, But x. 
1 * then 
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- You have 
the Gardener was ſold to a Maſter of a 
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their Adverſaries ſhould come thither to 


_ ſearch for them, they withdrew into a 


{mall Village and lived obſcurely, while 
Montaign could hear of a convenient Veſ- 
they might eue more Liberty. 

fore heard how Bernard 


ſel to tranſport them into a Country where 


Ship belonging to one of the French Plan- 


S tations in the Ves Indies; before we con- 


clude, we will briefly ſhew how God's. 
Providence watched over him for good. 
alſo In his Voyage at Sea they met 


with ſo extraordinary a- Storm, that all 


WF expected preſent Death; but Bernard 


was very Calm, putting-up his Fervent 
Prayer to Almighty God, which was 


i followed by a very great Se enity and iM 
Calmneſs. This made the Maſter have a 


Reſpect ſor him, and oftentimes diſcourſ- 


N 


Jed with him, his Behaviour being always 
Sober, and his Diſcourſe Savoury... The: 
Alaſter having made bis Voyage, ſold Bernard iſ 
= for 2Slave, and having flaid there about two: 


Months, return d again to France, but the. 
DiſcourJes and Behaviour of Bernard bad 
made ſo deep an Impreſſion in his Mind, that: 


mſomuch that he ceutd not Reſt, until hr had "ij 


he was greatly troubled for having: ſold bin, 


_ raken 
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| | 1 talen a Solemn Reſolution the next Voyage he 
made, to bring him back, and accordingly the 
next lear. making another Voyage thither, he 
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made it his Byſineſs to enquirè after him, and 


having found him, ash d if he was willing to 
boave his Liberty, and return to his own Coun- 
try? Bernard replied, He never was in Love 


= with Slavery; but was contented under it, 
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EE whilſt God's Providence ordered it ſo, butif 
be might have his Liberty, he would chooſe it 
EE rather. Whereupon the Maſter paid the Ran- 
Vene, and brought him back to France; nor 
WE was be a loſer by it; for as a Recompenſe 


1 : for his Kindneſs, it pleaſed God to make 


Bernard an Inſirument to open his Eyes,and 
EE bring himtothe acknowledgment of the Truth. 
Bernard being got again into his own Coun- 


try, made it is Buſineſs to enquire after the 


BB Welfare of Alanſon's Family, and being told 

BB of the Sufferings that hadlately befallen them, 
be was extreamly grieved, tho at the ſame 
Tine be could not but rejoyce that they ſuffer d 

ES 7 /o good 2 Cauſe. And ſpeaking of them 
10 ſome of his old ng e Friends, he was 


told by one of then, that both the Count and 
bis Lady lived Obſcurelyand in Diſguiſe, in 
the Neighbouring Village, and that if he had 


EE : Mind to ſee them, he would give him a 
VWote to the Gentleman of the Houſe, upon 


which 
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Lady, which he might ſafely let him do. 
Upon reading this Note, the Gentleman 


Jof his Servants to acquaint Deidamia 
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which he ſhould have Admittance to them , * 
or otherwiſe they would not be ſpoken with by 
any one. Bernard gladly accepted of his 
Friends Kindneſs; and ſtraight went to 
the Houſe, and delivered the Gentleman 
the Note, the Purport of which was, Thar 
he had known the Bearer many Tears for a 
Faithful Friend and Brother; and that he 
had been formerly a Servant of the Count. 
Alonſon's, and bad a great Deſire to ſee his 


defired him to come in, and ſent up one 


there was one below defired to ſpeak il 
with her; upon which Bernard was pre- 
ſently called up; Deidamia was might 
ly ſurprized to ſee Bernard, whom the” 
thought ſhe ſhould never have ſeen more, 
and very much rejoyced at it; introdu- 
cing him to her Lord, and afterwards: 
to her Parents, who all made very much 
of him, and were glad to ſee him. And 
having communicated the Various Pro- 
vidences of God to one another fince they” M 
had been parted, they all bleſſed the 
Lord for his Goodnef's, and for his wonder-: ” 
ful Works to the Children of Men. And 
afterward conſulting how to procure a 
DES. Felle! 
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106 The French Convert. 
Veſſel to convey them out of Danger, 
Bernard gave them an Account, that the 
. Maſter of the Veſſel which brought him 
back to France, was alſo converted; 
and that now his Veſſel lay ready to Sail 
for Dermark; and he was ſure he would 
be glad to ſerve them. To this they all 
agreed; and thereupon Bernard went im- 
- mediately to the Maſter of the Ship, who 
ready conſented to carry them, and 
ordered their Goods to be brought pre- 
ſently, and themſel ves to come Abroad. 
at Midnight; at which time Bernard 
conducted them to the Ship, and then 
went Abroad with him in quality of 
E their Servant; and ſoon after, the Wind 
E ſerving, they ſet Sail for Denmark; where 
being arrived, and tarrying a few Days, 
they hired a Dazrch Veſſel to carry them 
to Rotterdam, and from thence they went . 
by Boat to Urrecht, which being a plea- 
{fant Place, and of a very good Air, they 
+ reſolved there to ſettle. 
Thus, Caurteous Reader, thou haſt had 
a a brief, but true Relation of the Mercy 
and Goodnefs of God to that Noble Fa- 
= mily, which is the Subject of this Nar- 
= rative: And he that Reads it through- 
cut ſeriouſly, will find Cauſe to mm 
18 J 8 l 50 the 
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be French Convert, 17 
the ſame Obſervation that David did of © 
Old, Mark the perfecl Man, and behald tbe 
upright, for the End of that Man is Peace. 
Which the Apoſtle St. Zames farther Ex- 
emplifies in his Epiſtle, Vu have heard of 


the Patience of Job, and have ſeen the End 


of the Lord, how he ts very pitiful and of 
tender Mercy. Here you have ſeen the 


great diſtreſs of Deidamia, and here you 


have ſeen the Goodneſs of God in her De- 


liverance. Here you have the Count A. 
Jan ſon rifled of all his Eſtate and Profeſſi- if 
on; and here you have ſeen how God has: 


Graciouſly made it up, in giving him thar 


Faith which is far more precious than + il 


the Gold which periſheth. | 
But I cannot conclude without giving ost 
an Account of the Judgment of God upon 
Fronovius and Antonio, that others may 
Fear and give Glory to God. 2 
Fronovius after the Seiſure of Alanſon's 


Eſtate, and his Departure into Halland, 


returned into thoſe Parts, but finding 


himſelf hated by all Men for his Villany, ty | 
he retired into Normandy, where Solieit- 
ing his Landlord's Daughter to yield to 


bis Luſt, and ſhe refuſing it, he took an 


Opportunity to Raviſh her, for which he 3 
was hang d without the Gates of Roap, - | 


And 
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; | : And as for Antonio, tho' he eſcaped the 
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"Juſtice of Man, he could not eſcape the 

udgment of God, for falling diſtracted 
a little Time after, he confeſſed it was 
God's Judgment upon him for the Miſ- 
chief he. had wrought againſt his Lord 
Alanſon, and his Virtuous Lady; ſaying, 
They had taken a way to be ſaved, but he 
was ſure to be damned; and 10 Daſhing out 


dis own Brains againſt a Wall, he died mi- 


ſerably.- Both of them Verifying the 


Words of the inſpired Pen-Man, Ie zo | 
EF Deſirattion to the Wicked, and a flrange 
E Exniſhment to the Workers of Iniquity e 
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2 A Brief Account of the Preſent "iſ 
ns Peſecutions of the French Pro- 
15 HE reſtleſs Malice of the great 
e 1 Enemy of Mankind againſt the 
out Church of God, has been ſufficiently - 
mi- manifeſted in all Ages of the World; il 

the and began to exert it ſelf firſt of all in 
zer Cain, who killed his Brother Abel, be- 
786 cauſe his own Deeds were Wicked, and 
* Whis Brother's Righteous, as the Holy Scrip- 
Mures inform us: And it has been his 
Frequent Practice, when he could not 
ithdraw the People of God from the 
Profeſſion of the Truth by the Bait 
orldly Advantage, to raiſe. a Flood of 
Perſecution againſt them, by that Means to 
dxtirpate them, if it were poſſible, gut o 
he Earth. Of which no People in He 
as in this Age had more Fatal Experi- 
nce than the Poor Proteſtants in Ras 
who have been ſo barbaroully uſed b ©: 
he Blood-thirſty Papiſts there,” that 4 
rue Account of their Suffezings will 
ppear to the next Age rathet ike Ro- 2 
Wantick: Fictions, than (as indeed they MW 
Dre (Realities. And there are two Things 
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ot the Perſecutors, and the invincible 
Courage and Conſtancy of the Poor Sut- 
fers, who are ſo mightily ſupported 
=” by the Divine Grace, that they not only 
Triumph over all their Tortures, but 
ſüuffer joyfully the Loſs of all, as knowing 
that they have in Heaven a better and a 
more induring Subſtance. — But I will 
recite briefly Tome Inſtances of their Suf- 
ferings. 3 
Some they Condemn to the Gallies, | 
where they are coupled commonly with 
tue Vileſt Miſcreants, Condemned thi- 
der for the moſt flagitious Crimes, 
= whoſe fearful Oaths and Execrations 
= are continually wounding of their Pi- 
K ous Eats: There is generally five of 
dem placed upon every Form, fettered 
z with a heavy Chain of about ten or 
= twelve foot long: They Shave their 
Reads, from time to time, to ſhew they 
are Slaves, and are not allowed to wear 
: - their Hats or Perriwigs ; They have 
== only Beans, and nothing elſe for their 
= Food, with about fourteen Ounces of 
= - Courſe Bread a Day, and no Wine at all. 
They are deyoured in Winter by Lice; 
daa in theSummer by Bugs and Fleas, and. 
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The French Convert.” 11 
crced to lie upon one another, as Hogs 
n'a.Sty: And every Day threatned and 
ormented by Friars. and Prieſts, who noet 
being. able to convince them by Reaſon, 
hink to do it by Severity. 5 * 
Some they put in Priſon, and keep 
hem in Naſty Dungeons and Holes, full 


* * 


put . : x 
ing F Mue and Dirt, without any Bed, or 
1 2 F Much as Straw to lie upon, and not 


uttered to have the leaſt glimmering. of 
uf. Ihe Sun, or the Sight of a Candle. And 
llowed ſo ſmall a Quantity of Victuals, 
ö is hardly ſufficient to keep them alive. 
this miſerable Caſe, without any pity © 
d em, ſome have been kept above a Year © 
gether. One of them being viſited aften 
ons Nwelve-Months Impriſonment in this 
Pi- anner, by one called a Director of Cm 
of Pence, juſt as they were going to bring 
red Im his imall Allowance, he could po 
or Irbear crying out, as ſoon as he H 


b air m, Lord in what a Condition are you, Sir # 
hey which the poor Sufferer reply d witha- 
rear riſtian Fortitude, worthy of the Cauſe 
"ave {uttered for, Cou'd ) ou b ſee the ſecret £ "4 
heir ure ny Heart E. ces, you' would : 
; one 700 happy. The Prielt told bim, 
all, Te greateſt Sufferin didberot intitle to they, ” 
TA e , a reds kt 
and. % and Juſtice. To this te poor. Fri. 
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© Toner reply'd; He granted it; but en 
FE. -bis-Gafe, 24 Holy: Ghoſt 125 ſealed it u 
14 e er yo 5th yt 7 5555 there 
orted him in the Mid ſt of all his Afi 
425 This Perſon has through 135 
Providence been fince deliver d; and h 
declared, that the Conſolations that Go 
odut of his infinite Love afforded to him 
\$ 3 Were ſo great, that he little regardet 
1 the Miſerles he was reducd to, tho' h 
eoentinn that lamentable Conditici 
ur I = about theo and twenty Months, wirhou 
3 1 8 changing his Cloths; till his Beard W 3 
een as long as the Hair of his Hi 
[ 1 his Face as pale as a Plaiſterd WH 
i 13 who declared alſo, that when he wall 
1 deliver d, the Number of thoſe chaine 
to the Gallies for the ſake of Religion_ 
7 about Three Hundred and Seven 
bo- glorify'd- God in their Suitering_ 
"an me d a and Co 
Ran. RR i . 


